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The dialectic of self and place: a reading of the collection Five Star Tent

by the poet Zainal Al-Sufi
Dr. Firas Khader Abbas Al-Qarghouli
University of Wasit / College of Basic Education

f.abbas@uowasit.edu.iq

Abstract:

The dialectic of self and place is an eternal dialectic that cannot be
separated in any way. It will remain in place as long as human existence
exists on this planet. Place is one of the components that connects people
and accompanies them throughout their lives, due to the various transitions
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they undergo. Each stage of life has its own characteristics, and each place
has its own characteristics. People are affected by place and affect it also. As
a result, places have diversified between familiar and hostile, sacred and
heavenly. All of this leaves its mark on the formation of the individual and
the poet's self, just like human beings. Place is reflected in their production,
and the self (the poet) appears in place. This is clearly evident in the
collection (Khaima Khams Nijoom), in which the relationship of the self to
place appears directly and indirectly. Although the title carries a major
paradox, the poet was able to subjugate place to his creativity, and in some
instances, he falls captive to place, creating for each place a different
specificity between places: there is the world and there is the private, and
between them there are different transitions.

Keywords: Self ,Place ,Homeland, tent,Irony.
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