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The Turkish Intervention in Syria after 2011: An Analytical Study from
the Perspective of Strategic Realism and Its Impact on Security and
Regional Relations
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University-Erbil, Kurdistan Region, Iraq
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Abstract:

Since the outbreak of the Syrian crisis in 2011, Syria has witnessed a

gradual collapse of state institutions and sovereign functions, leading to a
strategic vacuum in the regional security architecture of the Middle East, and
creating challenges and opportunities for regional and international actors. In
this context, Turkey has emerged as a pivotal actor seeking to reshape
geopolitical balances in the Arab world, basing its actions on the logic of
political realism, which focuses on maximizing national power and
protecting national interests.
This research deals with the Turkish response to the collapse of the Syrian
state through the framework of classical realism theory, through a strategic
analysis that combines qualitative analysis tools and quantitative indicators.
The research focuses on three main axes: Turkey's military interventions in
northern Syria, its policies towards the Syrian refugee file, and the
diplomatic and security tracks adopted by Ankara to strengthen its regional
influence and contain threats. The results indicate that Turkey has pursued a
multidimensional foreign policy that combines military deterrence,
diplomatic action, and geographic repositioning, in line with its strategic
priorities.

The analysis also shows that Turkish behavior has been clearly influenced
by the principles of realpolitik, by focusing on maintaining regional balance,
containing transnational armed organizations, and dealing with challenges
arising from adverse regional expansions. In doing so, Turkey seems to have
used the Syrian crisis as an opportunity to re-engineer its regional role in
accordance with its supreme national interests.
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