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Abstract:

Muslim jurists address the topic of inheritance (as a form of compulsory
succession in wealth after death) through detailed jurisprudential rulings
that clarify who the heirs are, the reasons for their entitlement, and the
specific shares of inheritance they are due—all based on the available
evidences in this regard

Muslim jurists have differed in their rulings related to inheritance, leading
to the emergence of distinct inheritance systems, which vary in their
foundations, characteristics, evidentiary bases, and detailed provisions.
The two most prominent of these systems are: (1) the inheritance system
commonly adopted by the majority (Ahl al-Sunnah), and (2) the
inheritance system followed by the Imamiyyah (Shi’a) .

In truth, the Iraqi legislator has taken a specific stance on these well-
known inheritance systems in Islamic jurisprudence, a stance clearly
expressed in the section on inheritance within the effective Iragi Personal
Status Law No. 188 of 1959 (as amended). The most recent amendment
to this stance was made under Law No. 1 of 2025

This research attempts to explore the features of the Iraqi legal position
regarding the adoption of these well-known Islamic inheritance systems.
It begins by introducing these systems and highlighting their key
differences, then examines the relevant legislative texts and their

amendments. Finally, it analyzes the interpretations of these texts by Iraqi
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jurisprudence and judiciary in order to arrive at a general conclusion about
the clarity and effectiveness of the Iraqi legislator’s adopted stance on

this matter .
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