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Abstract

This study investigates the pragmatic strategies and stylistic devices presented in
Imam Ridha's Golden Letter, aiming to elucidate how these components enhance the
letter's thematic depth and to show out the way that Imam Ridha exploited to draw on
the Qur'an to aid his argument. The study hypothesizes that explicit pragmatic
strategies—such as politeness, speech acts, and reference—alongside stylistic
devices like metaphor, parallelism, and repetition, are employed strategically
throughout the text. A pragma-stylistic analysis of selected excerpts reveals key
findings: a dominant use of metaphor enriches the text, comparing the human body to
intricate systems; parallelism and repetition contribute to its rhythmic quality and
emphasize essential points; directive and assertive speech acts provide guidance and
effectively communicate facts. The study emphasizes the functional use of language

in persuasion, instruction and information distribution. Furthermore, implicit politeness
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strategies based on shared knowledge and respect for tradition are prevalent.

Anaphora and other rhetorical methods increase this letter's effect; references to
conventional Islamic procedures highlight its cultural and historical background.
Hence, rhetorical effectiveness is ultimately enhanced by this research, which offers
insightful valuable insights into Imam Ridha's communication style and the broader
implications of language use in religious discourse, ultimately enriching our

understanding of his rhetorical efficacy.

Key words: Imam Ridha, politeness, pragma-stylistic analysis, the Golden

Letter
tuadlall

Aladl G Ayl 8 dendiesall dagla) Bilaglly Anlechall Claalind) b Al bl Gns
G Akl Glug Al (A godasall Bas ClisSall a3 §3e0 (S g Caagy ¢ (D) 4dle) L)l
dlat)l) Gl ) o duhall s cdsaa acd b asSl DA ) 2l L)) ale) lgansi
c@silly eBylaia¥) Jie duslad) ilasl) culs ) = slayly OIS Jladly ccnlill Jia — syl
pandl slal) = Sleehd) diaill i WS pail) eladl a3 Adhs UK cuadiul 38 o)l
i Ajlaas cpaill (g5 Blaiedl bl aladial) o Zuhall bl Cua Gl b 5l clalial
Jadl sty cipalu) Ll magsy L) s & Sl @l aalug caaieall dadaiYls oludy)
G Al bl Aaanly) e Al oSH Ll IS8 @ikall Jany sl Lojlally dageasill 2SI
ol Slaaliin) o) ddadll DA e el 2 celly e sdle L losbeall auigiy cagilly cp LY
Lyt g bl ol duhall copglal 5. paill B deils Wl ol pialy ASHA A jeall Lo L) el
Ge o Alil) L) cleha¥) N Hlay) o) WS bl oda b e i LU bl e
Gua ¢ Al dulladl) s a Gadl 1 Pla e Gillaal) olgs A b Do) llly L8N gala
(el Gl &l aladna aus¥l Yy dealgill (b Lol aley) sl Jon 385 408 (g5 a3k

2o Sl andledl Liagd dulgall (8 (55 Lae

Al Al , gl Aglail) Jebatl) , i), L) ala) s dalial) culalSl)

484



Introduction .\

'Background of Imam Ridha and the 'Golden Letter .\ .\

The eighth Shiite Imam, Imam Ridha was born in Medina in the year 766 CE.
His time as an Imam overlapped with a tumultuous period within the Abbasid
Caliphate, marked by both civil war and rising Sunni versus Shiite infighting. As one
of the most examined Muslim figures, Imam Ridha received very little attention in this
regard, and although he was more than an intellectual figure; rather known as a
scholar and knowledge—seeker, at the same time he would propagate what he
believed were humane values that needed to be utilized within Islamic communities. It
puts him in place to both shape religious thought and manage the multi-phased

power games of this era. (Sachedina, 1998, p. 59)

Among the most important events of Imam Ridha's life is his letter to Ma'mun,
the Abbasid Caliph. That prompted an exchange, which culminated in the letter best
known as the 'Golden Letter'; a critical document that epitomizes reflects both
theological insights and political maneuvering. In this letter, Ma'mun extended an
invitation to Imam Ridha to serve as his heir apparent—a proposal aimed at
legitimizing his rule through association with a respected religious leader. The present
research aims at finding the utilized pragmatic strategies that enhance the theme of
this letter and showing out the stylistic devices that are highly relied upon. It is
hypothesized that explicit pragmatic strategies such as politeness, speech acts, and
reference and stylistic devices such as metaphor, parallelism, and repetition are

presented explicitly.

1.2 Purpose and Significance of the study
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A pragma-stylistic analysis of Imam Ridha's Golden Letter can provide valuable

insights into his communication style, his rhetorical strategies, and the impact of his
message on his audience.
We can gain a better understanding of Imam Ridha's use of language to inspire, educ
ate, and persuade by looking at the text's linguistic elements, including word choice,

sentence structure, and figurative language. Based on this gap in the literature, the

following research questions could be explored:

1. Pragmatic strategies: How does Imam Ridha employ pragmatic devices such
as speech act, positive and negative politeness, and reference?

2. Stylistics strategies: How does Imam Ridha use metaphor, simile, and
repetition to enhance the persuasiveness of his message?

3. Intertextuality: How does Imam Ridha draw on previous Islamic texts, such as

the Qur'an to support his arguments and establish his authority?

As such, the study aims to identifying the pragmatic strategies employed,
highlighting the stylistic devices that enhance the message's persuasiveness and
showing out the way that Imam Ridha exploited to draw on the Qur'an to aid his

argument.
2. Literature Review

It is noticed that previous researches on Imam Ridha's writings have largely
focused on their theological, philosophical, and ethical dimensions. Scholars have
examined his perspectives on various issues, including Islamic jurisprudence,
medicinal herbs (Azarpour, 2014, p. 2), and ethics (Salam, 2021, p. 67) . However,
there exists a notable gap in the exploration of the linguistic aspects of Imam Ridha's
texts, especially stylistic and pragmatic aspects. While the content is scrutinized, the

specific stylistic and pragmatic techniques that Imam Ridha employed to convey his
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messages have not received adequate attention. A pragma-stylistic analysis of the

Golden Letter could reveal valuable insights into his communication style and

rhetorical effectiveness.

487



Methodology .¥

Pragma-Stylistic Theoretical Framework Y.\

The study adopts a pragmatic—stylistic analysis, an interdisciplinary method that
focuses on how language use interacts with its surroundings. Context, intention, and
stylistic decisions are important ideas in this analytical paradigm. It is essential to
comprehend context since it influences how interlocutors understand and comprehend
messages (Norrick, Y. .o, p. 1) Reference, politeness techniques, and speech act
theory are a few important pragmatic tools. Rhetorical devices, lexical and syntactic
choices, and other stylistic elements are employed in this study. (Simpson, Y. . ¢, p.
('LV

3.2. Data Collection Criterion

The Golden Letter of Imam Ridha is the data of the present research. It consists of
three parts: introduction, body, and conclusion. The introduction involves a formal
salutation and a statement of theme, whereas the medical techniques and practical
devices are found in the body. It ends with a prayer. In order to ensure a
comprehensive analysis, representative extracts from various sections of the letter

have been randomly selected.

3.3 Analysis and Findings
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Extract

I (e Cina JSlg 40 gellan lgd Al daa i ela ) Jiw ol dag e A Ol ciadall sl ale)
(el Jlia (Ao ol aleaal) 0da (o) dllig iy yudig elgall (e Ciina

Pragmatic Analysis

This extract uses a variety of speech acts. First, the use of expressive speech act
since the phrase expresses a belief in divine testing and the provision of treatments.

Second, this statement comprises a directive speech act since it urges people to see
k acceptable behavior and treatments. Moreover, showing that there are solutions for
various challenges in life indicates the use of the commission speech act. Concerning
positive politeness strategies, it is noted that the text implicitly praises the functionality
of the human body by comparing it to a kihngdom and it seeks agreement assuming

shared belief in God. This enhances the addressee's positive face needs.

However, two negative politeness strategies are found: hedging with the word Jias
that make the addressee not obliged to agree with the speaker and minimization
through suggesting the possibility of having a remedy for any disease. There are
three types of reference used in this text: anaphoric in the expression 4i(to it) that
refers back to the body (gau), cataphoric in the phrase "alua¥) oia" (these bodies)
which anticipates the subsequent explanation of how these bodies were created, and

the exaphoric reference in the expression ((icall )3.51:1) .
Stylistic Analysis

This extract uses a number of stylistic devices to communicate efficiently and

convincingly its point:
1. Parallelism is utilized twice to create balance, clarity and rhythmic tone in
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(599 A daa (An sl Ol Ji al) (Ui )
(slsd) Cpa hina elAl) a lia JS1y)

2. The passage's main idea is reinforced by alliteration and assonance in ¢l
slgally and gl ¢, where the phrase (i) is repeated

3. Metaphor in comparing the human body to a kingdom. It suggests that the
body is a complex and finely tuned system, created with divine precision.

4. The general tone of respect and awe is enhanced by the use of formal and ele
vated vocabulary, such as " Jay =" (exalted and majestic) to allude to God.

5. Technical terms: The use of terms like "¢ls2" (medicine) and ' ux' (treatment)
demonstrates the author's familiarity with medical concepts, adding credibility to

the argument.

Extract 2
(sl G cllal) MRS GSlally dlall Ll agile (Ao (Slaray Olarng Ol Gliss Oladld)
Pragmatic Analysis

It is obvious that this extract does not involve clear politeness markers, as the
language used is assertive and direct. Nevertheless, comparing the body to a king
with hands and legs as servants assumes the existence of implicit politeness .Two
types of speech acts are utilized: assertive speech act and descriptive speech act

that describes vividly the body’s functions in the expression:

Oligs oladld) (
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The extract makes extensive use of exospheric references, which are references to

sources outside of the text. In this instance, the 'king" alludes to the body or intellect

as a whole, established within the text's larger context.
Stylistic Analysis

1. Assonance: Repetition of vowel sounds: The repeated short i'a" sound (as in
"ol " plise" "olall’, ete.) contributes to a rhythmic and musical quality. This creates

a sense of unity and cohesion within the text.

2. Alliteration: Repetition of consonant sounds: The repetition of the "' sound in
"ol and "¢da iy’ creates a sense of emphasis and draws attention to the subject

matter.

3. Parallelism: Similar sentence structure: The parallel structure of "¢jawg oly&' and
"dlal) MaL' emphasizes the coordinated actions of the hands and legs. This creates a

sense of balance and harmony.

4. Metaphor: The entire passage is a metaphor where the human body is compared
to a kingdom. The hands and legs are personified as servants carrying out the
commands of the 'king". This metaphor helps to visualize the complex relationships

between the different parts of the body.

5. Ellipsis: The subject )adl is omitted in the second part of the sentence and

creates a more concise and impactful statement

Allall Lagal) (a0 La (Ao ONaryg

Extract 3
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dibyg ditea 4ifis g olidly diludy sliddy olis g 03,9 o/ Slse ¥y Ll 4y 4uld Slladf Cerig

sy tlang
Pragmatic analysis

The text commits to the idea that the body operates under a hierarchical system. The
metaphoric sense in it conveys the message indirectly; hence free the addressee

from any commitment.
Stylistic analysis

Parallelism: The repeated structure of "¢lge¥ly..." (@nd his servants are...) followed by

various body parts creates a strong sense of parallelism.

Personification: The body parts are given human-like qualities and roles, as if they

are servants of a king.

Repetition: The repetition of "Jly' (and) at the beginning of each phrase creates a

sense of continuity and flow.
Extract 4

lall o An Ladi YAy o) QLAY LagiY aBiglay) dlal) o (AN (LN gy dwall (nang
oy Chaalll sLELN) B5h (RGN s b Las o 5 Lagha (s i Lagd Uinaiia dllall (3 f Lagal
(b EBL (5 LS DS (i YD YY) B A AN Cn SNy Gy (8 Lagudany ik
Slaal

Pragmatic Analysis

It is obvious that this text lacks explicit use of politeness strategies as it highly relies
on a metaphorical structure. The most prominent metaphor is the comparison of the

human body to a kingdom. The ears are likened to servants who only enter the king's
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presence with his permission. This metaphor helps to visualize the hierarchical

relationship between the mind (the king) and the senses (the ears). Personification is
also used where the ears are given human-like qualities, such as the ability to "enter"
and 'obey." Similarly, the king (the mind) is depicted as actively listening and

responding.
Stylistic Analysis
Parallelism

Paired phrases: The text uses parallel structures to emphasize connections between

ideas:

Ll A () G Ly agbgila¥) cllall Lo MALY (LY
G 0 Lagdany (alay paly Olalll oLAEY) BB (RN Ll
Simile: The final sentence

(0 Sl 2 EU G WS A Gl AY) employs a simile,
comparingthe function of the nose in speech to that of a flute blower.

This makes it easier to understand how the nose produces sound

Repetition: The repeated use of the word "élal|" reinforces the central metaphor and

emphasizes the dominant role of the mind.

Extract 5

Gun o aally Blaalls cisnlad of Al Lubll Ga¥) Aljie swad) of ciadal ualls alefs
W) Wy Wy Sy Wiles Cuala (hlaatd dlia (adiiYy (3258 slall (g 2233
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Pragmatic analysis

This extract involves assertive speech act, which asserts a comparison between the
human body, and fertile land and directive speech act of advice on how to care for
one's body. Two positive politeness strategies are found: respectful address in
addressing al Califa as (Commander of the Faithful) and shared knowledge. Hedging
as negative politeness strategy is utilized in the use of the sentences ('if you tend to
it' and 'neither increasing...nor decreasing') softens the imperative nature of the

advice, making it less demanding:

hdaaid dla (@B (3508 slall (e Y g Audly Blealls ciaalad o

Stylistic analysis:

Agricultural metaphor: The central metaphor of comparing the body to land is a
common one in many cultures, often used to convey ideas about growth,

nourishment, and balance..

Parallelism : Repeating linguistic patterns gives the text a thematic coherence and a

musical rhythm as in _iaeid dia (adiiyy 3538 clall (e AEY dua (a
L) s Lery Sy Lgisles cala
Extract 6

ol pidlly plal] o ddsaiensy i dule (pdsy Lisma Filgpley diilyle Cpiagel] oy illy
& dlealy deudif

Pragmatic analysis

494



The primary speech act is providing advice on dietary habits. Addressing the

individual as "Amir al-Mu'minin’ and assuming a shared understanding of the
importance of a balanced diet and good health are the positive pointless strategies
utilized. In addition to that, hedging is found in The use of phrases like "da|s W' (what
agrees with you) and '4iaiwayg' (find pleasing) softens the imperative nature of the
advice, making it less demanding. Reference is obvious in the focus found in this
speech on balance and moderation in diet which is consistent with many traditional

medical systems, including those of the Islamic world.
Stylistic Analysis:

Parallelism: The repeated structure of "dijiung s dule (goiyg lima (3Blgalay Slid)gla
creates a rhythmic and balanced sentence. The parallel phrases emphasize the

interconnectedness of factors to consider when choosing food and drink.
Alliteration in the expressions (v ¢ iaa ¢ didgla)

Repetition: The repetition of "slid| g’ (what agrees with you) reinforces the idea of

personal preference and suitability.

Extract 7

el Gl sy iy« gy 00 Al sy IGT " Algly ¥ £ Al gl b U
psallly caballl oldd) (o 48 Jardewy ¢ adll magay ¢ aildl Olalu Gl . @) ol
 Gaalally asilly duad) JST 4 ALy ¢ elall ALt s bl ey ¢ el Gandly
dalaally dadl) dd Jariony Jgesal) cipdi 4zd daang

Directness: This extract offers more straightforward advice than the others do, which

may indicate a change in the rhetorical context.
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Shared Knowledge: The text assumes that readers are familiar with both standard

medical procedures and how the body varies with the seasons.
Speech Acts

It is clear that the definite prescriptions about the characteristics of Spring and the
corresponding medical and dietary practices represent an assertive speech act,
whereas a directive speech act is presented through the specific recommendations for

drink, food, and medical remedies.
References

Traditional Medicine: The text is deeply rooted in Islamic medical practices and
traditional Arabic, particularly the theory of the four humors (blood, phlegm, yellow
bile, and black bile).

Stylistic Devices

Parallelism: The repeated structure of phrases like " jlgilly Jlll culayg' (and nights and
days become pleasant)
highlights how the body is affected by seasonal variations and how they are interrelat

ed.. It also creates a rhythmic effect.

Repetition: The repetition of "g¢' (and) at the beginning of many clauses

makes the concepts seem to flow and be connected..

Clarity and Conciseness:
Without superfluous flourishes, the language is straightforward and unambiguous.

This is common for writings that seek to offer helpful guidance.

Extract 9
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b ¢ 5l sla (e fia uadn dlpds Jd Talh i Le dudy B a3 Y ofy aleadl Jeia @l 1l
Ol = alad 2 dde jlal) slal) cuas Gl guad t Jly . ARRANS Gabl aag (e - dlad &Y sl

Politeness Strategies

Directness: The instruction is delivered in a straightforward way, even though there is

a use of hedging in the expression 4 ¢L& )

Benefit promise: If they follow the advice,the speaker makes it apparent that receivers

will have no headaches
Speech Acts

Advice: A specific piece of advice is given in the text.

Promise: If the counsel is heeded, the speaker guarantees a favorable result.

Assurance: 4 BKA o
(God willing) softens the command's directness and offers assurance.
References

Traditional medicine: The advice is rooted in traditional medical practices and

beliefs about the body and its ailments.
Stylistic Devices

Conditional clause: The use of "\ (if) creates a conditional statement, linking the

action of drinking water to the desired outcome of avoiding headaches.

Repetition: The repetition of "' (then) emphasizes the sequential nature of the

advice and its outcome.
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Parallelism: The parallel structure of "daaally ) x> (headache and migraine)

highlights the two ailments that the advice is intended to prevent.
Extract 10

ORd diald o quay  paslally Lad agadly alglly zlhsull (S8 cuaia) 138 Ciuall 3 Ly
3l slay i)

Politeness Strategies:

Based on the context and the writer—
reader connection, we can deduce some underlying politeness tactics even though th
e text doesn't specifically use the linguistic markers usually associated with positive a

nd negative politeness:
Implicit politeness:

Implied Benevolence: By providing health advice, the text may be interpreted as a ge
sture of goodwill and care for the reader's welfare.

One could classify this tacit kindness as a type of positive politeness.

Respect for Tradition: The passage refers to conventional medical procedures, implyi
ng a reverence for customs and cultural history.

Given that it recognizes the reader's cultural background, this is

an unspoken politeness.
Speech Acts

Suggestion: The text provides a detailed suggestion for summertime post—

cupping therapy. Prescription: The advice offers a form of medication or prescription.

References
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Traditional medicine: The text is rooted in traditional Arabic and Islamic medical

practices, which often involved cupping and specific dietary recommendations.

Humoral theory: The recommendation of sour foods might be linked to the humoral

theory, which suggests that certain foods can help balance bodily humors.
Stylistic Devices

Parallelism: The list of items
"z Wl Dlelly Jagadlls' (Vinegar, jelly, and popsicles) is memorable and rhythmic due t
o its parallel structure.

Juxtaposition: This illustrates how several traditional medical practices are interrelate

d by contrasting cupping, a medical treatment, with particular meals and a scented oill

Assonance: Although not explicitly mentioned in this brief passage, the Arabic origin
al may contain oblique examples of assonance, or the recurrence of vowel sounds.
The repeated use of the long "a" sound in "Jelly asadlls L' is one example.
Alliteration: Although less obvious, the Arabic original may contain faint examples of a
lliteration, or the repetition of consonants.

The recurrence of a word or phrase at the start of subsequent clauses or sentences i
S anaphora.
Although not stated directly in this passage, the parallel structure of ".Jlglly Jagadlls

Lal'"  has a comparable result ".
3.4 The Use of Passivization:

It has been noticed that the Imam often prefers to deliver his message indirectly by

using passive voice as in the following examples:
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The p b paias

Lawla pall Jsly il 08 (3 g
aalally asilly duaal) JS) 4 iy

Nevertheless, sometimes he addresses his receivers directly by using imperative to

make his style interesting:

(L slally S )

(4agids il alakal) (e by 2d)))

(Zlswd) Jsd caial) 138)

(saly iy (b Banall (B dhandly Gl gand O Giaball pally sl

3.5 Intertextuality

Some Expressions in the Golden Letter with Reference to Quran

Imam Ridha begins this letter by using the expression 'al cwaiclgwhich is related to

the qur'anic verse:

n S

pofliua e () (538 3 Ly pusling (agf

(Vo) Ohee J))

The word k& in Qura'n is equivelant to the word ¢|ga:

(OV: Cuig) "small B Ll slady' [ (£ clad) "eldiy (s gia) il g (¥

The word (las <))y has a reference in the Qur'an:
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"slal Latg 4 G 4 Jasd¥ cilaa el dllal oY

(Vo s Csiadall) (Coinm ag A i peils )

(o7 salia¥l) (pSuplid gl o1 las 6l n cstlald lolia cagaill 13l
"Lagal) dlal) agy s Wl My o) LY Ll

(Vs eludll) (o e Cmillgngd Alaagl LS el Laagl L)

Y (B Ay ¥ el ISl Qe (8 Laguans en Galy Glelll LaSLY) 858 ¢piadll (pud
"8l e &Y oY

(Omaail) slinaag by Clualy Cpine A1 (3145 A1)

(Y Y- A:ald)

"ty ) b Al Jualy Jadal b O3l dealy

(4 B Glacy) LAlS 381 Alglag Allgg Al 13gs Ja caly Al 13g anily)

(£—Y:ald)

"3E Alaafy il 0,08 Cydlly aladal) (e Afpaindy it dnle (Golag lita (blgala T

We find many qur'anic verses call people to be moderate in eating and drinking :
(VY s Al) (Lalgh 13 e S Lok ply Igbmar ol 9B 130 clg) | (Ishml Lol 151S)

Les Csisly Csialy L9 8S Onilly JgdY) giad o (a3 Glia cladluall lskesg i) cudl) Jaay A )
(alasy) st

(Y ¥:2e39)
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"Basly Bld ag IS JSLlb Cial) B alS3 ol 13y

(Ll Lol (a ) onti Laa i clyy Ul pald anly plabs Ll juuai ol ouapaly 18 3y
4. Findings

The pragma-stylistic analysis of selected extract of Imam Ridha' Golden Letter has

revealed the following findings:

1. Dominance of Metaphor: The heavy reliance on metaphor is a recurrent topic.
It is common to compare the human body to a garden, a kingdom, or other intricate s
ystems.

This gives the text more depth and richness in addition to improving comprehension.

2.Parallelism and Repetition: The text has a rhythmic and memorable aspect due to t
he  frequent use of parallelism and repetition. These tools also highlight key points

and relationships.

3. Directive and Assertive Speech Acts: The texts primarily employ directive speech
acts to offer guidance or instructions and assertive speech acts to communicate

factual information.

4. Functional Use of Language: Persuasion, instruction, and information are the main
purposes of language. The dissemination of useful information and guidance is clearly

the main goal.

5. Politeness strategies: Even though the text employs both explicit and implicit
politeness, implicit politeness is more common. Hence, shared knowledge, respect for
tradition, and benefit—oriented advice are the implicit politeness strategies utilized in

this text.
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6. Rhetorical devices, such as anaphora and metaphor, enhance the letter's impact.

7. Cultural and Historical Context: The text's strong Islamic and Arabic cultural roots
are emphasized by the allusions to conventional medical procedures such humoral

theory and cupping.

Conclusion .¢

Imam Ridha's Golden Letter is a masterful piece of Islamic literature that employs a
variety of communication strategies to convey its message. By analyzing these
strategies, we can gain a deeper understanding of the letter's purpose, its intended
audience, and its effectiveness in influencing its readers. The letter's combination of
direct and indirect speech acts, politeness strategies, rhetorical devices, and cultural
references demonstrates Imam Ridha's skill as a communicator. He is able to convey
complex ideas in a clear, concise, and persuasive manner, while also maintaining a
respectful and harmonious relationship with his audience. Imam Ridha's Golden Letter
is a masterful piece of Islamic literature that demonstrates the power of effective
communication. Its strategies continue to inspire and influence writers and speakers
today. The overall style of the text is characterized by its simplicity, directness, and

focus on providing practical advice.
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