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Abstract

One of the most prominent phenomena that cities enjoy is urban
expansion. There must be several factors for this phenomenon, and
the factors influencing urban expansion vary according to the
environment and the era in which it occurs. Some geographical
studies have indicated a group of factors that work together or
individually to be the real drivers behind the continuous expansion
and development of urban activities, especially land uses. The
research aims to shed light on a group of factors influencing urban
expansion in the city of Karbala, working together or individually to
direct and define it. These factors are represented by the natural,
economic, social and demographic factors that have contributed to
the growth and expansion of the urban mass throughout the city.
The research contributed to revealing the impact of natural and
economic factors on urban expansion and growth. Urban expansion
tends towards areas with fewer natural obstacles, in addition to the
impact of transportation, the degree of control over the
environment, and its social development. The research showed that
population growth was a factor that positively influenced the
increase in the city's size and urban changes through the expansion
of its urban structure, which was directly related to the population.
This requires planning to ensure balanced growth and provide
opportunities for efficient functional performance. The results of the
field research of the city showed a functional change in some of its
residential areas and main streets in residential neighborhoods, as
there was a change in land use from residential to commercial and
industrial. The researcher suggested the need to work on developing
dilapidated areas within the traditional city center, developing
secondary service centers spread throughout the city and its
suburbs, and expanding towards main transportation routes and
desert areas.



