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ABSTRUCT

China's economic influence in the Middle East has been
expanding rapidly, driven by its need to secure energy resources
its global trade and investment presence. The and strengthen
region plays a central role in China’s strategy, serving as one of
the key pillars of the "Belt and Road Initiative" (BRI), which aims
to enhance economic and trade connectivity between Asia,
This interest is primarily attributed to several .Europe, and Africa
key factors, most notably the abundance of natural resources.
The Middle East serves as a major source of oil and gas for
of its oil needs from Gulf %¢.China, which imports over

abia, the UAE, and Iraq, in addition to countries such as Saudi Ar
its strategic partnership with Iran in the natural gas sector. These

resources constitute a fundamental pillar of China's industrial
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growth, making energy security a top priority in its foreign

.economic policy

ionally, the Middle East's geographical location makes it a Addit
crucial transit hub for international trade. China has been
investing in the development of ports and infrastructure to
enhance global supply chains and trade routes. Ports such as
e UAE and Dugm in Oman play a vital role in Jebel Ali in th
facilitating Chinese trade through the Red Sea and the Suez
Canal. Moreover, Chinese investments in Egypt and Turkey have
expanded to strengthen trade links across continents.
arkets offer significant Furthermore, the region’s emerging m
opportunities for boosting Chinese exports. Trade relations have
been growing rapidly, particularly in technology, electronics, and
heavy industries, with key markets such as Saudi Arabia, the
mers of Chinese UAE, and Egypt emerging as major consu

.products

This increasing economic engagement highlights China’s growing
influence in the region, as it has become the leading trade
partner for several Middle Eastern countries. In recent years,
Y'Y .$s surpassed trade volume between China and the region ha

billion. China’s exports to the Middle East mainly consist of

Yo



4l oo Gl yy adsa

machinery, electronic products, and industrial goods, while its
imports include oil, natural gas, and petrochemicals, further
des. Chinese reinforcing economic integration between the two si
investments have also expanded significantly, particularly in
term  strategic —infrastructure and energy sectors. Long
year partnership with Iran —Yecagreements, such as China’s

billion in investments, as well as strengthened ¢ . .$involving

ration with Saudi Arabia and the UAE in renewable energy, coope
technology, and artificial intelligence, reflect the deepening

.economic ties

Despite the economic benefits of this expansion, it raises
geopolitical challenges, particularly amid the intensifying
ompetition between China and Western powers in the region. c
The increasing dependence of some countries on Chinese
investments has sparked concerns about their economic
sovereignty and whether this growing influence could reshape
trade exchanges and investments regional power dynamics. As
continue to expand, Middle Eastern nations must strategically
balance the opportunities presented by China with the need to
term stability in —maintain economic independence, ensuring long

.landscape a rapidly evolving global economic
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