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Abortion Rulings: Permissibility and Prohibition:
A Comparative Study

Asst. Prof. Dr. Sahar Kazim Abdul Zahra Al-Waili.
University of Kufa / College of Jurisprudence .

Abstroct

bortion Rulings: Permissibility and Prohibition (A Comparative

Study)The ruling on abortion before the soul is breathed into

the fetus« as we have seenc is a matter of disagreement among
ancient and contemporary Muslim jurists¢ according to their jurisprudential
efforts and their interpretation of the hadith of the Messenger of God (peace
be upon him) regarding the breathing of the soul and whether it is after forty
days or after three forties. These rulings have ranged between prohibition:
permissibility« and dislike. As for after the soul is breathed into the fetus: the
rulings on abortion at this stage are a matter of agreement among scholars
and Muslims« regardless of their schools of thought. It is not permissible to
abort the fetus or touch it or attack its life. This prohibition is almost absolute
unless there is a legal necessity represented by preserving the life of the
mother and warding off the danger of death from her if the presence of the
fetus would lead to her death or if the fetus (according to some fatwas and
efforts of Muslim scholars) would come out deformed. Otherwise« abortion is

not permissible even if the fetus is from the sperm of fornication.
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