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The Impact of Collective Memory on the Formation of Literary Criticism in the
Pre-Islamic Era
(A Study of the Mechanisms of Preservation and Evaluation)
Maitham Raheem Shaghati
University of Maysan / College of Basic Education / Department of Arabic

Language

Abstract

The collective memory of the pre-Islamic Arabs—transmitted through
successive generations and across various eras—has preserved for us a
vast heritage of oral and written traditions, along with a rich linguistic
legacy. This body of work, both in verse and prose, has reached such a
magnitude that some Arabs and non-Arab researchers have come to
believe, albeit unmethodically, that much of this literary wealth is either
fabricated or inaccurately attributed to its original authors among poets
and orators. This belief necessitates a closer, more critical examination of
the issue in an attempt to uncover its complexities. Through a balanced
and conscious reading of the Arab collective memory—which managed
across generations and ages to preserve and evaluate these texts—this

study explores various dynamics of preservation and evaluation that affirm
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the authenticity of attributing this literary heritage to the ancient Arabs of

the pre-Islamic period.

Keywords: Collective memory, Arabic poetry, preservation mechanisms,

evaluation, criticism, pre-Islamic era.
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