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Abstract

The present study explores the intellectual and foundational references essential for interpreting
religious texts. It critically examines the sources that each interpreter depends on when engaging
with the texts within the Sufi and Mu'tazilite traditions. Each interpretive school relied on
foundational principles to understand the text, contrasting the rational and logical frameworks
utilised by the Mu'tazilites with the transcendental foundations embraced by the Sufis. There exists
a dichotomy between those who regard the mind as the centre of knowledge, interpreting the text
through rational logical foundations as the Mu'tazilites do, and those who perceive the mind as
limited, arguing that it is impossible to comprehend the unlimited text through finite frameworks.
Consequently, the emotional reference linked to the inner powers of revelation serves as a guide to
uncovering the truth inherent in the text, aligning with the Sufi perspective. This distinction has
been elaborated upon in the research.
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