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Humor in Bedouin Poetry
Prof. Dr. Nidhal Ibrahim Yasin Al-Anbar
University of Basrah, College of Education for Human Sciences, Dept. of Arabic Language
Abstract

This study aims to explore and investigate humorous and light-hearted poetry within the Bedouin
context, particularly among Bedouin poets during the Islamic period. The objective is to reveal the
light-hearted and cheerful elements of Bedouin culture, which is frequently viewed as strict and
grave, prioritising seriousness and skilfully expressing the stark truths of desert life. Upon further
examination of Bedouin poetry, one discovers a lively essence, keen intelligence, and the ability to
convey humour about the diverse experiences of life. This study aims to clarify the role of humour
within Bedouin poetic texts. The study utilised a methodology to clarify this by examining poetic
texts according to their themes and intrinsic content, which included: humour in migration and jihad
poetry, humour in marital conflicts and the perceived shortcomings of wives, humour in miserliness
and miserly individuals, as well as humour in the simplicity of the Bedouin and the gentleness of
his faith. The conclusions are derived from the findings of the study conducted. The study finds that
Bedouin humour is direct and modest, mirroring the simplicity and authenticity of Bedouin life, free
from the intricacies and tensions found in urban environments.

Keywords: Humor, Bedouin poetry, early Islamic era, Umayyad era.
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