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Sources of Dates Consumed in Maysan Governorate
Mohammed Ali Joumaa
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University of Basrah« College of Education for Human Sciences« Dept. of Geography
Abstract
The research seeks to identify the sources of date consumption both within and beyond the borders
of Maysan Governorate. It aims to assess the quantities produced and their contribution to local
consumptione utilising a questionnaire distributed to a representative sample of the community in
Maysan Governorate. The selected sample comprised 577 orchard owners« accounting for 50% of
the total number of orchards in the governoratec which is 1148 orchards. The net local
consumption totalled 9:551 tonnes« accounting for 90.04% of the overall date production of 10607
tonnes. Sources from outside the governorate accounted for nine governorates with a variety of
types¢< the most notable being thirteen types. The total quantities imported to the governorate
amounted to 655 tonnes. The average consumption for individuals from outside Iraq¢ particularly
from neighbouring countries« has reached (15) kg/year. The sources through which families acquire
dates include orchards and large home gardens« accounting for 22.57% of consuming families. In
contrastc commercial stores< which are the most prevalent« represent 74.6% of consuming families.
Additionally« street vendors contribute to 2.82% of the total consuming families.
Keywords: Consumed dates« local sources« foreign sources« net consumption of dates
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