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Abstract

This study presents a semiotic analysis of binary oppositions in Surah Al-Qamar,
highlighting the role of these dichotomies in shaping the surah’s textual structure and
their employment in constructing a multi-layered Quranic discourse that combines
rational persuasion and emotional resonance. The research adopts a semiotic approach
to decode linguistic and cultural signs, tracing the interplay between oppositional
binaries and textual contexts, with the aim of revealing the cohesive semantic system
produced by these dichotomies and their role in reinforcing the Quranic message. The
opposing  binaries in the surah manifest as contrasting pairs—such
as denial/belief, punishment/salvation,  and warning/mercy—which  recur  within
narratives of past nations to intensify dramatic rhythm and underscore the eternal
conflict between truth and falsehood. The analysis reveals that these dichotomies are not
superficial phenomena but form an organic textual fabric reflecting the balance between
divine power and mercy, as well as human free will and the inevitability of divine
recompense. For instance, in verses 4-6 of the surah, the contrast
between muzdajar (preemptive warning) and nukur (tangible punishment) is marked by
a semantic shift that transforms historical accounts into future threats, deepening the
discourse’s impact on the audience. The study demonstrates that semiotics provides an
analytical lens for understanding how textual binaries elevate the Quranic discourse
from a direct narrative to a symbolic universe rich in meaning. In analyzing verse
16, “So how [severe] were My punishment and My warnings!” (54:16), the opposition
between nudhur (warnings as mercy) and ‘adhab (punishment as justice) is shown not
as contradiction but as complementary, reflecting the Quranic philosophy of reward and
retribution. The interrogative shift (“how ) amplifies the horror of punishment, while
intertextual references to prior destruction narratives and eschatological scenes reveal
the interaction between linguistic signs and cultural contexts. In applied analysis,
diverse verses were examined. For example, the verse “They called their companion,
and he dared and hamstrung [the she-camel]” (54:29) embodies the dichotomy
between collective action (“called”) and individual transgression (“hamstrung”),
illustrating the tension between social complicity and moral rebellion. Here, the
semantic shift reconfigures “companion” from a symbol of camaraderie to an agent of
aggression. Another verse, “Indeed, We have created all things in precise
measure” (54:49), reveals a dichotomy between divine creation and human action,
shifting from material to metaphysical dimensions to emphasize a cosmic order
governed by divine decree. The study concludes that binary oppositions in Surah Al-
Qamar form the pulsating core of its textual structure, serving as a semantic mechanism
that bridges linguistic signs and the Quranic worldview. It recommends expanding the
analytical model to other Meccan surahs, integrating semiotics with modern critical
approaches like narratology, and developing a Quran-specific semiotic framework
attuned to its religious and linguistic uniqueness. Thus, the study affirms that the
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Quranic text—through its oppositional binaries—remains open to contemporary
readings, offering a model of rhetorical inimitability that transcends time and space.

Keywords: Duality, Opposition, Surah, Al-Qamar, Semiotic, Textual Structure.
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V.See: Morris, Charles, Foundation of Theory of Signs, University of Chicago -¥1

Press, p
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