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The Role of Argumentation-based Learning in Developing Creative Thinking

among Middle School Students
Asst. Lect. Lujain Amjad Jomaa
General Directorate of Education in Basrah Province

Abstract

The research aims to study the role of argumentation-based learning in the development of creative
thinking among preparatory school students with the aim of enhancing students’ critical and creative
thinking, away from relying only on the traditional cognitive aspect, which is limited to the transfer
of information. The sample consists of 63 middle school students, divided into two groups, an
experimental group to which argumentative learning was applied, and a control group that was
taught in the traditional way. The creative thinking ability test was adopted to measure students'
skills in multiple areas, including intellectual fluency, mental flexibility, originality, sensitivity to
problems, and details. Arithmetic averages and standard deviations were calculated for both groups.
The T test was also used to verify the existence of statistically significant differences between the
two groups in the pre-application of the test.
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The results rely on these means to determine whether there are significant differences between the
two groups in the ability to think creatively before the actual application of argument-based
learning. The results indicate that there were no statistically significant differences between the
members of the control and experimental groups in the pre-application of the test of the ability to
think creatively for the total score and the degrees of its sub-levels. This indicates the equivalence
of the two groups at the beginning of the study, which enhances the reliability of the study.
Keywords: Creative thinking, argumentation, learning, development, preparatory school.
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