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Abstract

The novel Desire was published by the Australian writer Richard
Flanagan in 2008, and translated by Hanan Al-Masoudi in 2018, The
novel deals with colonialism on indigenous identity, and the development
of complex relationships between the colonists on the one hand and the
indigenous people on the other, especially through the experience of the
Tasmanian girl Mathena. The novel focused on the conflicts and cultural
tensions between two completely different worlds brought together by a
British colonial project to dominate and control Tasmania. The novel
takes place in the nineteenth century, which is considered the height of
the era of British colonialism, whose dominance extended over vast areas
of the world, which generated many challenges and conflicts as a result of
acts of genocide, The writer was able to convey historical conflicts and
tensions through his narrative in a metaphorical style that varied between
narrative, symbolism and metaphor, so that his novel would be an attempt
to understand and criticize history through the gateway of cultural
collision and identity.

Keywords: cultural clash, identity manifestations, novel of desire.
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1- Culture and Politics in a global Age. David Held & Henriettal. Lutz.
Polity press 2007.

2- The Politics of post col onialism, Empire nation and Resistance.
Robert young 2001.

3- The Postcolonial Novel A critical introduce tion. Elleke Boeh mer. Ox
ford university . Postcolonialism and the politics of the ledentity Ania
Loomba, Routledge, 1998.
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