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Abstract

Democracy in Irag has gone through many stages, especially with
regard to the electoral system and its mechanisms, which play a
role in achieving the democratic essence through political
participation. However, holding elections in their formal formdoes
not necessarily lead to real democracy, as the state must adhere
to the principles of democracy and work to represent the true will
of its people. Hence, the Iraqi voter, who has witnessed many
changes in the mechanisms of the electoral system, with a
fluctuated participating behavior in voting until the participation
rate reached its lowest levels in the last two parliamentary
elections, which may lead in one way or another to questioning
the essence of the legitimacy of the democratic system and
whether the successive political power represent the true will of
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the people in light of the continued absence of the Iraqi voter from
his role in electoral participation. The researcher studies the
reasons and circumstances that lead the Iraqi citizen to abstain
from his electoral right by studying the parliamentary elections of
2018 and 2021.

Keywords : Electoral abstention, Iraqi voter behavior, Iraqi
parliamentary elections, electoral system, electoral system
mechanisms.
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