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Abstract:

During the Imamate of Imam Musa ibn Ja‘far (peace be upon him)—a period
spanning nearly thirty-five years (148-183 AH / 765-799 CE)—numerous
deviant sects, ideological movements, and heterodox groups emerged. The Imam
confronted these deviations through reasoned discourse, dialogic engagement,
and structured debates, aiming to expose the falsehoods underpinning their
doctrines, which fundamentally contradicted the core principles of Islam.

A significant number of these sects emerged from within the Shi‘i milieu
itself, diverging from the Prophetic mission and exaggerating the status of the
Imams from the Prophet’s family (Ahl al-Bayt), thereby engaging in intellectual
and doctrinal distortion. The issue of Imamate was among the most complex and
contentious topics in early Islamic thought, one that invited varied interpretations
and doctrinal missteps. Certain factions sought to redirect the concept of
leadership from its divinely appointed path, as outlined by the Prophet
Muhammad (peace be upon him), with the backing and influence of the Abbasid
political authority.

These sects attempted to reduce the Imamate to a matter of theological
speculation or personal merit, denying the existence of divine designation and the
Prophet’s explicit guidance regarding the rightful successor. Against this
backdrop, the present study sheds light on the pivotal role played by the seventh
Imam of Twelver Shi‘ism, Musa ibn Ja‘far, in defending the doctrinal integrity of
the Imamate and confronting deviant sectarian interpretations that threatened the
theological foundations of Shi‘i Islam during the Abbasid era.
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