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Reform in the thought of Imam Ali (peace be upon him) (A study of
discourse and counter-discourse)
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Abstract
This research revolves around examining the counter-discourse that was formed during the caliphate

of Imam Ali (peace be upon him). It is a discourse that was adopted by his opponents, and the general
base of people was affected by it, and a deviation from the religious and humanitarian principles that
the Imam was calling for and working hard to achieve appeared, which was his effort to achieve
justice in his government. However, the Imam faced a tendency and deviation from those values that
he had been brought up with since he was a companion of the Noble Prophet, may God’s prayers and
peace be upon him and his family, and he continued to maintain them despite the passage of years.
Among the things that the Imam faced was that he found the vast majority of people inclined to those
values, principles and foundations, so he faced Extreme difficulty in correcting those societal paths
and destroying that (deviant) counter-discourse, especially since the strife, rebellion, and rebellion
against his authority by Muawiyah, the Kharijites, and others did not give him the opportunity to
achieve what he aspired to. In his sermons and letters, there are many explicit and implicit references
to the deviation and failure that befell the popular base, which the Imam was interested in building in
a sound manner. We have chosen examples of those sermons to be evidence in explaining the
weakness and inclination into which the majority of the nation fell at that time. The Imam did not
hesitate to present problems and solutions. To build his reform project, but the hand of treachery did
not give him time, so he became a martyr for the sake of reform, and the lofty values and principles,
which he employed in thought, method, and behavior to build an ideal Islamic society. It remains to
be emphasized that reform according to the Imam is a directed discourse, and that inclination or
deviation is a counter-discourse.

Keywords: Reform, Imam’s thought, discourse, counter-discourse
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