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Abstract

In the complex network of international relations between the
countries of the world, we rarely find diplomatic relations like the
relationship we find between Japan and Turkey, as the bilateral relations
between these two countries were established on a solid historical
foundation and have withstood the test of time and various crises and
challenges.

Historical relations between Japan and Turkey can be traced back to
the era of the famous Silk Road, which connected the East and the
West through trade and exchange of goods. But real relations did not
reach the diplomatic level between the two countries until the 19th
century AD during the rule of the Ottoman Empire. Shortly after the
collapse of the Ottoman Empire and the establishment of the Turkish
Republic, diplomatic relations began again between the two countries
during 1924 AD.

The first signs of relations between Turkey and Japan appeared in

the year 1871, when the Secretary of the Japanese Ministry of Foreign
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Affairs, Prince Komatsu, a relative of Emperor Meiji, visited Istanbul, and
Sultan Abdul Aziz (1861-1876) awarded him the highest medal.

Official contact between Japan and the Ottoman Empire began
during the reign of Sultan Abdul Hamid Il in 1889. Despite this, this
contact was preceded by other contacts at the level of individuals, not
delegations.

Perhaps the reason that prompted Japan to develop its relationship with
Turkey or the Ottoman Empire at the time was its desire at that time to
search for international partners. This came after she emerged from her
long, self-imposed isolation during the Edo era.
Over the past decades, both countries have demonstrated their
commitment to maintaining stability and cooperation in all aspects.
Perhaps the beginning of good bilateral relations between the two
countries and their geographical distance from each other is what
contributed to planting a lasting spirit of friendship between them.
In the view of some experts, the friendship between the two countries
constitutes the highest form of human cooperation, despite the
difference in backgrounds, cultures, and even religions and beliefs
between the two sides.
It is worth noting that Japan stood by Turkey in its darkest times, and
Turkey also stood by Japan during its many crises. This is certainly a
rare relationship, rarely found in the complex network of international
relations between the countries of the world.
Keywords: Turkish—-Japanese relations, Sultan Abdul Hamid II,
2002
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