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Abstract:

Outer Mongolia is regarded as one of the greatest Asian societies that
maintained a neat and solid class system for long centuries influenced by the
nomadic condition, Buddhist mentality, and the imperial military system
whose bases were established by Genghis Khan and his successors. This
class system included upper categories like nobles who dominated wealth
and authority, and Lamas that combined spiritual leadership and social
influence in addition to inferior dependent classes like Shav’, Albat,
Khamyjlaga, and slaves which established the economic base for the feudal

and religious system. Studying these classes enables one to realize how
traditional authority in Outer Mongolia was formed, and how religion,
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politics, herding, agriculture, and slavery were intertwined to shape the
identity of the individual and their position.
Key words: Albat, Khamjlaga, Shav, Social Classes.
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