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Secularism from Westernization to Deconstruction: A Study of

Its Religious Social and Cultural Impacts
Dr. Arkan Khadir Abbas Al-Shammari
University of Anbar- College of Education for Humanities
Abstract:

This study explores the phenomenon of secularism as one of the most
influential intellectual forces that have infiltrated Muslim societies under the
guise of modernity and progress. It argues that secularism introduced a
radical shift away from the religious framework that traditionally governed
both public and private life in the Islamic world. Using a critical analytical
approach, the paper traces the Western origins of secularism and its
deliberate transfer into Muslim contexts through cultural colonization,
especially following the failure of direct military campaigns.

The research then examines the multifaceted impact of secularism on
religious, social, moral, cultural, and political levels. It highlights how the
enforced separation of religion from daily life did not result in neutrality, but
rather led to a disintegration of values, a dilution of identity, and the
weakening of the Islamic social and familial structure.

The study concludes that secularism, far from being a mere administrative
adjustment, represents a comprehensive attempt to reshape Muslim identity
outside its traditional religious foundations. It calls for a renewed intellectual
awareness and a return to Islam as a holistic framework for life, capable of
confronting the disruptive consequences of secular influence.

Keywords: Islamic Identity, Religious Values, Muslim Society, Cultural
Invasion, Family.
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