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Abstract

The study addresses the factors affecting the experience of manufacturing
industry in Iraq, with a focus on the city of Basra. The manufacturing sector faces
several challenges that impact its performance, such as weak infrastructure, lack of
advanced technology, limited investments, as well as economic and political crises.
The study aims to analyze these factors and provide recommendations to improve
the industrial environment in Basra, so that the manufacturing sector can contribute
to sustainable economic growth. Survey results revealed varying opinions on the
factors affecting the industry. A partial improvement in the use of technology in
the sector was observed, while the majority pointed out that infrastructure, such as
electricity, energy, and transportation, has a significant impact on industrial
production efficiency. Many participants also expressed concerns about
government support for industrial development, noting significant challenges in
raw material availability and the lack of skilled labor. Additionally, it was noted
that environmental sustainability has started to play a larger role in improving
industrial performance. Economically, it was found that local economic conditions,
such as inflation and unemployment, have a significant impact on the
manufacturing industry in Basra, while participants noted that global economic
crises affect the sector's stability. Fluctuations in oil prices were identified as a
clear influencing factor, reflecting the importance of oil in supporting the
manufacturing industry. Furthermore, the results showed that international
competition poses a major challenge to the expansion of local industries. Despite
these challenges, 55% of participants expressed optimism about Basra's potential
to become a leading industrial hub in Iraq if infrastructure is improved and
supporting policies are enhanced. The results showed a significant impact of local
and global economic crises, as well as the growing importance of environmental
sustainability. Despite the challenges, there is optimism that Basra can become a
leading industrial center in Iraq if infrastructure is improved and government
policies are strengthened.
Keywords: Manufacturing industry, Basra, Economic development, Infrastructure.
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