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 Abstract:- 
One of the greatest Muslim political 

thinkers and the Shafi’i school of thought in 
the fifth century AH, is Imam Muhammad Al-
Ghazali. He considers politics and government 
a performance a tool in the service of 
achieving Islamic sovereignty, and confirms 
the coexistence between religion and politics 
in his literary works. From Al-Ghazali’s point 
of view, there is a necessary relationship 
between religion and property to ensure the 
safety of the life of Islamic nation and its 
properties. In his works, he focused a lot on 
the following topics: Caliphate, Imamate, and 
Political Levels. Al-Ghazali considers the 
caliphate to be a necessary matter according to 
Sharia, not reason. He sees the necessity of 
fulfilling the conditions of descent, physical 
health, and observing justice for the Muslim 
Caliph. He mentions the piety of God as the 
condition of the Caliph, and this is considered 
a new condition for the Caliph of Muslims. He 
sees that there is a distinction between the 
position of the Caliphate and the position of 
the monarchy, and he says that the caliph is 
the one who take over the position of the 
Imamate or their leader by virtue of the 
covenant and charter that he made with the 
Muslim community. 

So he is the source of government power 
in Islamic countries and he is the person who 
bears the ultimate responsibility for the good 
management of living and the moral reform of 
society. On the other hand, it is considered that 
the position of government or monarchy 
belongs to Sultans who have physical and 
military power and at the same time they have 
sufficient power to ensure the security of 
Muslims and abide by the covenant to the 
Caliph. By expressing the name of the Caliph in 
prayer and minting coins in his name, they 
obtain the legitimacy of sovereignty over the 
Islamic land. By fulfilling these two conditions, 
even if the Sultan is a tyrant, the Muslims must 
follow his orders, otherwise his removal will 
cause chaos. In his time, Al-Ghazali faced the 
challenge of the caliphate and the monarchy, 
and the caliph in this era is no longer the source 
of power, but merely the legitimacy of the 
powers obtained by force and the sword. 

Keywords: Monarchy, Caliphate, Al-
Ghazali, Politics, Legitimacy. 
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