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The history of the phonetic lesson and its schools in the Arab
cognitive heritage
Dr. Mariya Muftahi
Multidisciplinary College of Rashidiya / Moulay Ismail University, Meknes
Abstract:
This article briefly traces the history of phonetic and phonological

studies within the Arab intellectual tradition. It endeavors to establish the
foundations of this science—both its phonetic and phonological
dimensions—across various knowledge schools, most notably: the
Lexicographical School, which laid the first cornerstone for the discipline;
the Grammatical School, where Arab grammarians devoted careful attention
to phonetic and phonological aspects for morphological purposes; the
School of Qur'anic Reciters and Tajwid Experts, characterized by the
unified linguistic corpus studied, namely the Qur'anic text; the Rhetorical
School; and finally, the Philosophical School, which delved into the
epistemological underpinnings of phonetic and phonological inquiry.
Keywords: Phonetic Studies , Phonetics, Phonology, Philosophical School,
Arab Intellectual Heritage.
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Conclusion:

One of the main findings reached by Hanoun Mubarak (2001) through
his examination of phonetic resources is that any nation that paid attention
to linguistic sound eventually developed a differential description of
sounds—based on both physical articulation and auditory perception. This
process relied on observation, experimentation, and intuition, all of which
align with scientific inquiry. He also noted the broad scope of early phonetic
studies, which addressed various sound phenomena using different methods
and for diverse purposes.

Notably, early scholars connected sound to meaning, even considering
sound a central element in conveying meaning. Language, meaning, and
sound were viewed as deeply interconnected.

Despite differences in approach and purpose across schools, most
shared a common feature: the Qur’an played a central role in their linguistic
analysis. In the School of Reciters, it was the sole corpus, while exegetes
also used poetry to clarify some meanings.

In conclusion, exploring the history of linguistic science is a meaningful
endeavor that meets contemporary needs for understanding our heritage. It
allows us to appreciate past achievements, identify present gaps, and move
forward with knowledge that transcends time and place.
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