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Idealism in Arab Heritage and Western Civilization
Assist. instructor. Zainab Khalid Mohammed
Center of the Revival of Arab Scientific Heritage / University of Baghdad
Abseract
This research presented the most important intellectual concepts
produced by ancient civilizations, namely (idealism), which philosophers
conveyed to us through their works, ideas, and writings. This concept was
presented through its use in Plato’s book, The Republic, and Al-Farabi’s
book, The Views of the People of the Virtuous City. The research discussed
the ideas of each of them and explained how the idea of idealism was
transferred from Plato to Al-Farabi, and what Al-Farabi took from it, and
what he added. To achieve the objectives of the research, the descriptive and
analytical method was used. Finally, the conclusion was a comparison
between the two ideal cities founded by Plato and Al-Farabi.
Keywords: thought, idealism, Plato, Al-Farabi.
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Conclusion :

After presenting the ideas of both Plato and Al-Farabi and comparing
them from several perspectives, we conclude that both ideas grew,
developed, and evolved within the mind, but did not transcend into concrete
application. However, despite this, these ideas were attempts to achieve
what we call "good governance,” despite their differing opinions and
doctrines on this matter. They had taken a different approach that caused a
great intellectual revolution in the concept of the state, society, and the
leader or ruler. This approach, despite its idealism and its distance from
reality, carried a lot of social criticism of the society that contained them.
When Plato and Al-Farabi were unable to confront their society, change it,
and control it, each of them resorted to his mind and thought to build an
ideal city and establish in it what the individual, society, and leader should
be as they saw it at that time.
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