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Astronomy through the book Nihayat al-Arab fi Funun al-Adab
by Shihab al-Din Ahmad ibn Abd al-Wahhab al-Nuwayri, who
died (733 AH/1333 AD)

Researcher : Rasha Abdullah Sayel
Faculty of Education for Girls /university of Baghdad/

Prof. Dr. Weam Adnan Abbas

Faculty of Education for Girls/ university of Baghdad
Abstract:

The research dealt with the study of astronomy among the Arabs
through the book (Nihayat al-Arab fi Funun al-Adab) by Shihab al-Din
Ahmad bin Abdul Wahhab al-Nuwayri (d. 733 AH / 1333 AD), which
included the linguistic aspect in defining astronomy and the technical aspect
in defining astronomy through the Holy Quran and the hadiths of the
Prophet, peace be upon him, and the sayings of ancient and modern
historians about it.

Then it dealt with the contributions of Arab Muslims in developing
this important science, especially after Islam, as the rituals of the Islamic
religion were closely linked to astronomy, through the timings of the
crescent moon and the times of the five prayers by determining the time of
sunrise and the time of its zenith, in addition to determining the times of
their religious holidays and occasions, as well as the connection of the
duties of Muslims to astronomy through knowing the number of women, the
times of Hajj, the times of zakat and other religious duties.

As for the scientific aspect, it included the Arabs’ knowledge of the
movement of the planets and determining their paths and times of
movement, through the development of astronomical observation devices
and the construction of observatories for them throughout the Arab Islamic
state, in addition to their great discoveries regarding the geographical aspect
related to astronomy by determining the location of the equator with
extreme accuracy that is almost close to what modern science has reached in
this field, and measuring the diameter of the Earth’s circumference through
scientific experiments on the ground that yielded very accurate results. They
also wrote books of great value after correcting the errors that appeared in
the books that they translated from other nations, and those books became
the nucleus of the scientific renaissance in this field in European countries.
Keywords: Arab contributions, Al-Nuwayri, astronomy, Nihayat Al-Arab,
literary arts.
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Conclusion:

Praise be to God, through whom blessings are eternal, and blessings
and peace be upon the best of His creation, Muhammad, sent for the best of
nations, and upon his pure family and companions.

After completing the study of astronomy through the book (Nihayat al-Arab
fi Funun al-Adab) by al-Nuwayri (d. 733 AH/1333 AD), we reached several
conclusions, namely:

The book (Nihayat al-Arab fi Funun al-Adab) is considered one of the
richest books of its time on the history of the pre-Islamic era, the early days
of Islam, the Rightly-Guided Caliphate, the Umayyad era, the Abbasid era,
and the Mamluk era. It is considered one of the primary sources for the
history of the Arab Islamic state and its intellectual life, with all its diverse
sciences. In addition, it is considered one of the richest literary books,
containing poetry, prose, and literary pieces. It represents a vast collection
of knowledge and insight in various literary and scientific fields. 2. The
study demonstrated the importance of astronomy to the Arab Islamic nation,
given its close connection to religious rituals and the duties imposed on
Islam. It also had a significant impact on religious aspects of daily life, by
determining the times of the five daily prayers, performing the Hajj
pilgrimage, paying zakat, and other duties imposed on Muslims.

Through the study of astronomy, Arab Muslims were able to prove the
sphericity of the Earth by measuring its diameter scientifically, determining
lines of longitude and latitude, and identifying the North and South Poles
through the movement of the planets and the influence of certain planets on
certain natural phenomena, such as the tides associated with the movement
of the moon.

4. Through the study of astronomy, Arab Muslims dispelled false beliefs about

the influence of planets on people's lives and linked the events that occur to
the movement of the planets. They proved that the movement of the planets
scientifically affects certain natural phenomena, and denied that planets and
stars possess spiritual powers that cause these phenomena.
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