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Geniza documents and their role in Islamic economics
Dr. instructor. Amal Adnan Ahmed Al-Ghurairi

General Directorate of Education in Babylon
Abstract:

The Geniza documents are of great importance in the study of Islamic
economics, as they opened the door for us to learn many details about the
economic activities that were prevalent in the Arab Islamic state in the
Middle Ages, and only a little information was mentioned about them in our
primary sources, because the Jews in all Islamic countries practiced their
activities according to the laws of the society of which they were a part, and
their economic dealings were with all classes of society, and took place in the
Islamic markets themselves. This information, provided to us by the letters
exchanged between Jewish merchants and the legal documents recorded in
their courts, helped us to know the most important crafts, industries, goods
and agricultural crops that were popular in the markets, the transactions of
merchants, the methods of buying and selling, and the difficulties they faced,
in addition to proving their role in the economic activity in the Arab Islamic
state..

Keywords :Geniza documents ,Islamic economy , economic activities ,
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Conclusion:

1- The discovery of the Geniza documents was an important event in the
history of Egypt and the Mediterranean countries, as these documents
contained valuable information about the social, economic and political
conditions in those countries.

2- The Geniza documents are an important source for many topics, whether
political, social or economic, in the Middle Ages in the Mediterranean
countries, most notably Egypt, the Levant, Morocco and Andalusia.

3- The Geniza documents were an important source of information about the
Jews and the societies in which they lived, and showed how the Jews in
particular and the People of the Covenant in general were part of the Arab
Islamic society, and Islam granted them freedom of work and worship.

3- The Cairo Geniza conveyed to us important details about economic
activities, whether in the field of agriculture, industry or trade in the Arab
countries, which our primary sources overlooked.

4- These documents showed us information about the goods that merchants
traded, the methods of transporting them and how they were preserved
during travel, and such information is rarely mentioned in our primary
sources.
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