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the land located at the core of Middle East, is a bridge that connects the

I ra . civilization of three continents, namely, Asia, Europe, and Africa. Iraq’s
geography promises an economically fruitful future, wherein its exceptional

position resembles a convergence of international trade pathways, as it

extends as a land and sea bridge, which is capable of connecting north to south and east
to west. In this regard, Railway connection project and Development Road appear as an
economic dream which is about to be materialized to make Iraq an international hub of
transportation through which trade convoys can flow, and where investment are
established. Railway connection network outlines the key features of this dream; the
Iragi Government intends to construct railway tracts from the Port of Faw in the south
to the far northern borders. Hence, it foresees prospects of development and investment
promises. Thanks to this network, Iraq will not only be a transition pathway, but also a
major station in international trade movement, which will reduce distances and
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transportation costs, allowing industries and agriculture to rise again as if the wheel of
time regains its movement to revive markets that have lost their importance.
Nevertheless, the pathway to this targeted future is not easily gained, given that railway
sector confronts obstacles that should not be underestimated, such as infrastructure
obsolescence while political stability overshadows each step forward. Still, cooperation
with neighboring countries is a key principle to mobilize execution, and connect Iraq
through regional transportation networks reinforcing its economic position. In the mid
of these challenges, Development Road is Iraq’s glimpse of hope in order to diversify
its economy and reduce its dependence on oil. It resembles portraying a future with
more sustainable colors. Only when obstacles are overcome, Irag can transform into a
lively trade hub, achieving stability and development not only for Iraq, but for the whole
region.

Keywords: Railway Connection <Development Road <Iraq's Geographical Neighborhood <Development Opportunities «
Land and Railway Transportation Challenges.
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