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[ The Prevalence of Extremism in the University Environment ]

Asst. Prof. Dr. Hawraa Mohammad Ali Al mubargaa
Asst. Prof. Dr.Maismohammedkadhum
Asst. Prof. Dr. Bara’a Mohammed Hassan
Dr. Ali FadhalaMousa
Dr.Nahla Ali Musa
Asst. Lect. Ahmed QasimShakir

Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific Research Commission of
Scientific Research / Psychological Research Center

Abstract:

After 2003, Irag experienced multiple waves of violence at
various levels, including security, education, politics, social, and
religious levels . This violence left behind several drivers and
catalysts to incite violence, including cultural, intellectual, media, and
economic factors, such as weak cultural independence, poverty,
marginalization, unemployment, and the absence of a media
discourse that rejects violence, even incites it.

The current research aims to identify the following:
* Extremism in general, according to the research sample.

« Statistically significant differences in extremism in general,
according to gender.

« Statistically significant differences in extremism in general,
according to occupation.

«Statistically significant differences in extremism and its dimensions,
according to age, according for the technical research sample.

To achieve the research objectives, the researchers adopted the
tendency towards extermism Scale (Muhammad et al., 2020), which
in its final form consists of (37) items, distributed across its
dimensions (political, social, and religious). The Cronbach's alpha
reliability coefficient for the overall scale was 0.86,for the political
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scale was 0.86, the social scale was 0.89, and the religious scale was
0.85. The scale was thon applied to a research sample of (1,560)
students and employees within the university community

The researchers reached the following:

* The tendency toward extremism among the research sample
(students and employees) was not high, as the majority of the sample
had an average level of extremism, while the percentage of those with
a high tendency toward extremism was less than 16% across all
dimensions.

* Males tended to adopt more extreme positions compared to females
across all dimensions (political, social, religious, and general
extremism).

* Regarding the general tendency toward extremism, students had a
slightly higher tendency than employees, but the effect was very
weak, indicating that occupation was not a strong factor in explaining
differences in general extremism.

* In the other three dimensions (political, social, and religious),
employees had higher levels of extremism than students, and the
effect size was medium, especially in the social and political
dimensions.

* Comparison of the age variable revealed statistical differences
between the four age levels in favor of the age group (18-27). This
applies to the general tendency toward extremism and the three
dimensions (political, social, and religious).

The researchers came up with several recommendations and
proposals

Keywords: extremism, tendency towards extremism, university
environment
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