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Basra through the book "*The Image of the Earth™ by Ibn
.(Hawaqal al-Baghdadi (367 AH/977 AD
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Abstract

The history of the Islamic state witnessed the emergence of a number of
cities outside the borders of the Arabian Peninsula. These cities have

received great attention from historians in general, and from Muslim
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geographers and travelers in particular. Among these prominent cities is the
city of Basra, which was founded by Utbah ibn Ghazwan al-Mazini in the
year 14 AH/635 AD. This research deals with the study of the city of Basra
as it appears in the book “Surat al-Ard” by the geographer Ibn Hawqal al-
Baghdadi.
The research is divided into two main sections: The first is devoted to
introducing Ibn Hawqal and his book ““Surat al-Ard”, in which we discussed
various aspects of his life, including his lineage, date of birth, and travels, in
addition to his method of writing and his political leanings. The second
section is entitled: Conditions of Basra through the book “Surat al-Ard”, in
which we focused on tracing the historical dimension of the city of Basra
across different time periods, highlighting the importance of its water
resources, describing its landmarks, and other matters that Ibn Hawqgal
touched upon in his book.
Keywords: Ibn Hawqal, Basra, The Book of the Image of the Earth, Rivers
of Basra.
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1404/1984).

75.al-Dhahabi, Shams al-Din Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn Uthman (d. 748 AH/1247 AD):
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ed., al-Risala Foundation, Beirut, 1413 AH/1993 CE).
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77. al-Safadi, Salah al-Din Khalil ibn Aybak ibn Abdullah (d. 764 AH/1362 CE).Al-Wafi
bil-Wafiyat (edited by: Ahmad al-Arna'ut and Turki Mustafa, Dar lhya' al-Turath al-
Arabi, Beirut, 1420 AH / 2000 AD).

78. Al-Tabari, Abu Ja'far Muhammad ibn Jarir (d. 310 AH / 922 AD): History of Nations
and Kings (reviewed, corrected, and edited by a group of eminent scholars, 4th ed., Al-
A'lami Foundation for Publications, Beirut 1403 AH / 1983 AD).

79. al-Qazwini, Zakariya ibn Muhammad ibn Mahmud (d. 682 AH/1283 CE): Athar al-
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80. al-Mizzi, Abu al-Hajjaj Yusuf (d. 742 AH/1341 CE):Tahdhib al-Kamal fi Asma' al-
Rijal (edited and proofread by Bashar Awad Marouf, 1st ed., Al-Risalah Foundation,
Beirut, 1413 AH/1992 AD).

81.Al-Mas'udi, Ali ibn al-Husayn ibn Ali (d. 346 AH/957 AD):Muruj al-Dhahab wa
Ma'adin al-Jawhar (edited by Yusuf As'ad Dagher, 2nd ed., Dar al-Hijrah, Holy Qom,
1404 AH/1984 AD).

82.Al-Mugaddami, Muhammad ibn Ahmad al-Basri (301 AH/913 AD): History and the
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ed., Dar Ayatollah al-Mar'ashi, Holy Qom, 1428 AH/2007 AD).
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