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Abstract

Kublai Khan (1215-1294) took the Mongol throne in 1260 and became emperor of China,
which he united under his rule in 1279. One of his most important foreign invasions was
against Japan for many reasons: economic, strategic, expansionist, and others. The first
invasion began in 1274 after his letters and mission to the Japanese imperial court failed to
respond to his demands. Therefore, Kublai Khan prepared a large military campaign and
ordered its leaders to head to invade Japan. The Mongol campaign was able to occupy a
number of Japanese islands, such as Tsushima and lki. However, the Japanese were well
prepared to confront the first Mongol invasion, which tried to reach the Dazaifu region, the
center of Kyushu Island in the south of the country. They were able to repel it and defeat it
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greatly, inflicting heavy losses on the Mongols, who were forced to flee and withdraw.
However, the Mongol Emperor of China, Kublai Khan, prepared a second military campaign
seven years later and began the second Mongol invasion of Japan in 1281, which They were
more numerous and more equipped, but the Japanese benefited from the lessons of the
first Mongol invasion and prepared their forces well and were able to defeat the Mongols,
who suffered heavy losses reaching between 70%-80% of their forces. Strong Hurricanes
helped the Japanese destroy and scatter the Mongol ships, and thus the two Mongol
invasions in the years 1274 and 1281 on Japan ended in disastrous failure
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