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The Russo-Georgian War broke out in August 2008 due to Western attempts to bring Georgia
into NATO, and due to the Georgian war over the South Ossetia region on the border with
Russia (a disputed region located in southern Georgia, where a majority of ethnic Ossetians
live). During the Russo-Georgian War, Turkey attempted to balance its relations with Georgia,
its political, economic, and cultural ties, and its commitments to NATO on the one hand, and its
economic relations with Russia on the other. Despite its opposition to the Russian war on
Georgia, it did not openly criticize Russia. The war did not lead to a deterioration in Turkish-
Russian relations, but rather pushed the two sides towards greater cooperation.
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