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The structural construction of the poem praising the Prophet in the Abbasid and medieval
eras - a comparative study
Ikhlas Talib Abdul-Kadhim
College of Education for Humanities/University of Babylon

Summary
The structural structure of eulogies of the Prophet in the Abbasid and medieval periods was
characterized by several common and distinctive features for each era. This type of poetry
evolved to suit religious and cultural contexts.
First: The structural structure in the Abbasid period: In the Abbasid period, eulogies of the
Prophet adopted a traditional poetic structure influenced by classical Arabic poetry, but they
began to distinguish themselves by their religious and spiritual focus.
Basic structural elements:
1. Opening with ghazal or description of nature: A poetic tradition derived from pre-Islamic
qasida.
2. Transition to the main purpose (praising the Prophet): After the introduction, the poet
moves to praise the Prophet Muhammad, highlighting his virtues and morals.
3. Mentioning the miracles and biography of the Prophet: As part of the glorification and
praise, the poet reviews aspects of the Prophet's biography and miracles.
Supplication and Intercession: The poet often concludes with supplication and intercession,
whether for himself or for the nation.
Second: The structural structure in the Middle Ages: In the Middle Ages, especially with the
spread of Sufism, the structure of eulogies evolved to take on a more spiritual and abstract
character, especially in muwashshahat and zajals.
Basic structural elements:
1. Opening with intercession or the Basmala: The poet begins directly with supplication to
God or prayers for the Prophet.
2. Praising the Prophet and mentioning his virtues: The focus is greater on the spiritual and
emotional aspects of the Prophet's personality.
3. Describing Sufi feelings: The poet often expresses his spiritual longing to see the Prophet
(peace be upon him and his family).
4. Supplication and supplication at the end.
The aim of studying the structural composition of eulogies of the Prophet in the Abbasid and
medieval periods is to analyze the development of the poetic form of eulogies of the Prophet
throughout the ages To understand how it moved from the traditional style to the spiritual
Sufi style, and to reveal the technical and thematic differences between the praises of the two
eras, in terms of style, language, purposes, and structural components, and then to highlight
the influence of the cultural and religious context on the structure of the praise poem, such as
the influence of Sufism in the Middle Ages, in addition to understanding the role of the
Prophet’s praises in literary and religious life.
As a means of expressing love and loyalty to the Prophet Muhammad, and as an educational
and spiritual tool at the same time, it highlights the poetic and rhetorical aesthetics that poets
used to express their religious feelings and connection to the Prophet.
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