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Abstract

This study aimed to confirm the early Arab awareness of the importance of
clothing as one of the most significant non-verbal systems of communication, and
their deep understanding of the distinctions of dress on various levels. The Arabs
took great care in their attire to distinguish their clothing from that of other nations,
as well as the existence of poetic models that represented these kinds of suggestive
signs related to clothing at that time. Through these models, clothing began to
serve as an identification card for its wearer. The historical period prior to Islam in
Arab history represents the most significant historical and civilizational
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background in Arab history. The pre-Islamic Arab environment is the one that
prepared the ground for the emergence of Islam, and the study of pre-Islamic Arab
clothing holds great importance for the Arab individual, as every ancient and
modern civilization has its own customs and traditions related to clothing, which
people have adhered to for a long time. One of the primary functions of clothing,
since God created humans, has been to protect the body from weather factors and
their fluctuations and to cover the private parts. In addition, the Arabs in their pre-
prophetic mission had their own customs, traditions, and religious norms, as well
as a civilization in the use of beads, threads, ornaments, and clothing in distinctive
artistic ways. The colors worn depended on social status and economic conditions;
the wealthy preferred bright colors, while the poor wore simple, undecorated
clothing. Ornamentation was also an important part of daily life in pre-Islamic
Arab societies. Both men and women adorned themselves with jewelry such as
rings, bracelets, and necklaces made of gold, silver, and precious stones. There
were also various uses for dyes, such as henna, to decorate the hands and feet.
Henna was one of the most important commercial goods in ancient markets like
Souq Ukaz, where traders displayed it alongside other goods. It also had various
uses in religious rituals, beautification, and healing. Clothing was mostly simple
and made from natural materials like wool, cotton, and leather. Men wore long
robes, trousers, and head coverings like the "shmagh" or "keffiyeh," while women
usually wore long dresses that covered their bodies and a veil that covered their
faces. In general, clothing among the Arabs before Islam reflected social status and
economic standing, playing a significant role in expressing cultural identity and the
surrounding environment.

Keywords: Clothing, Arabs, Pre-Islamic, Fashion, Civilization.
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