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The Adjective in Sibawayh's Work: A Pragmatic Study
Focused on the Cooperative Principle and Deixis

Abstract

Sibawayh’s Book represents an ideal reference for studying
language usage, as it is grounded in the interpretation of Arab
speech, reflecting their concern for meaning as much as for
form. From this perspective, one can discern pragmatic features
in his work, where language is context-bound. As Fadl (1992,
p. 89) noted, “Rhetoric and pragmatics both rely on language
as a tool for performing acts upon the listener, since a linguistic
text, in its entirety, is a text in context.” This study focuses on
the adjective, as we found that the Arabs employed it in the
manner Sibawayh recorded in twelve examples. The term sifah
(attribute) appeared alongside na‘t in 185 instances, taking into
account both speaker and listener in light of the meanings
inferred at the moment of utterance. Given that the na‘t is
originally a noun phrase, this limited the scope of the study
from addressing all pragmatic elements, such as deixis
(including proper nouns, pronouns, adverbials), conversational
implicature, and speech acts, except insofar as they relate
directly to the adjective in some examples. Thus, the study
focuses primarily on the Cooperative Principle and Deixis. The
research consists of two sections, along with an introduction
and a preface. The preface introduces pragmatics and its main
areas. The first section addresses the adjective in relation to
ambiguity avoidance and the Cooperative Principle. The
second section explores the deictic dimension of the adjective.
The study concludes with several findings, followed by a list
of references.
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il e A e (g g8 Bl s 3(638) (e dene Al (e e O e pal) Bl aaaa 40
21987 1k s aldl) cay 5l
) e ()il alle fgle dmas dan i ¢ gSina gl ) gaail s e gl Apaall 42-
21982 slasy 28 0 s cgla pall jan alalS 0 Gaiad ( Jlasall Al ae Flal) 7 ol aaidl 43-
AYAAe (b lalu g Ao o Gaiad o i) aull ol o alll ane g )l Gl B s b padld) 44-
(b —)AdlSe Chu g yae g Gkl el Lpanded (e (34 jall il 2a Caua i () 5o il il 45-
)_Q )
21999 capaly 3 ) (Biat (5 il ale V) a g QIS il B Sl 46-
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