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The Causes of Diptote Status between Sibawayh and the
Grammarians: The Commentators on Al-Kafiyah as a
Model

Abstract

This study explores a key topic in Arabic grammar: the category
of diptotes (nouns prohibited from full declension). Scholars, both
classical and modern, have extensively examined this topic,
investigating the reasons that render certain nouns indeclinable.
Over time, it has evolved into a comprehensive field covering both
minor and major aspects. The first grammarian to meticulously
address and elaborate on this topic, analyzing the speech of the
Arabs, was Sibawayh; indeed, the chapter on declinable and
indeclinable nouns constitutes an essential part of his seminal work,
Al-Kitab. This research focuses on two principal positions
regarding the causes of diptote status: the first is that of Sibawayh,
and the second is that of the commentators on Al-Kafiyah. Scholars
have approached these causes with both agreement and
disagreement. The researcher found that many of Sibawayh’s cited
causes were questions posed to him by Al-Khalil, as reflected in
repeated phrases like “I asked Al-Khalil,” indicating that most
reasons were derived from direct transmission from Arabic
speakers. Some early grammarians, such as Al-Akhfash and Al-
Mubarrad, differed with Sibawayh on certain points. Meanwhile,
the commentators on Al-Kafiyah generally aligned with
Sibawayh’s views, diverging from him only on two causes, which
will be detailed in the main body of the study.
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Sciences, Issue Eleven
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al-‘Arab, edited by Dr. Rajab ‘Uthman Muhammad, Maktabat Al-Khanji, Cairo, 1418 AH — 1998 AD.

e Al-‘Alawi, Imam Al-Mu’ayyad ‘Imad al-Islam Yahya bin Hamza (d. 749 AH), Al-Azhar al-Safiyya fi
Sharh al-Mugaddima al-Kafiya, edited and commented by Prof. Dr.

e Al-‘Umari, Muhammad bin Ali, Mawagqif al-‘Ulama’ min Nusiis Sibawayh fi (Fa‘lan - Fu‘la),
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o Al-Farisi, Abu Ali Al-Hasan bin Ahmad bin Abdul Ghafar (d. 377 AH), edited by Dr. Hassan Shadhli
Farhud, 1st edition, 1969.
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o Al-Istarabadi, Rukn al-Din al-Hasan bin Muhammad bin Sharaf Shah (d. 715 AH), Sharh al-Kafiya,
edited by Dr. Hazem Sulaiman Al-Hilli, Al-Maktaba Al-Adabiya Al-Mukhtassa, 1427 AH.

e Al-Jawhari, Ismail bin Hammad (d. 393 AH), Al-Sihah: Taj al-Lugha wa Sihah al-‘Arabiyya, edited
by Ahmad Abdul Ghafur Attar, Dar Al-‘Ilm Lilmalayin, Beirut, Lebanon.

e Al-Jurjani, Sheikh Al-Allama Muhammad bin Ali (active in 730 AH), Sara’ir al-°Arabiyya fi Sharh al-
Wafiya al-Hajibiyya, edited by Mustafa Mahmoud Abu Al-Saud, Al-Maktaba Al-Khayriyya for
Printing, Publishing, and Distribution, Cairo, Egypt, 2023.

¢ Al-Mubarrad, Abu al-‘Abbas Muhammad bin Yazid (d. 285 AH), Al-Mugtadab, edited by Muhammad
Abdul Khaliq Azimah, ‘Alam Al-Kutub for Printing, Publishing, and Distribution, Beirut, Lebanon,
2010.

¢ Al-Rummani, Abu al-Hasan Ali bin Isa al-Rummani (d. 384 AH), Sharh Kitab Sibawayh, edited by
Dr. Sharif Abdul Karim Al-Najjar, introduction by Dr. ‘Ayad Abdul Thubaiti, Dar Ammar for
Publishing and Distribution, Dar Al-Salam for Printing, Publishing, and Translation, Cairo.

e Al-Sirafi, Abu Sa‘id Al-Hasan bin Abdullah bin Al-Marzuban (d. 368 AH), Sharh Kitab Sibawayh,
edited by Ahmad Hassan Mahdali and Ali Sayyid Ali, Dar Al-Kutub Al-‘Ilmiyya, Beirut, Lebanon,
2008.

e Al-Ward, Dr. ‘Abd al-Amir Muhammad Amin, The Methodology of Al-Akhfash Al-Awsat in
Grammatical Studies, Al-A ‘lami Foundation Publications, Beirut, Dar al-Tarbiyah, 1975.

¢ Al-Zabidi, Muhammad Murtada Al-Husseini Al-Zabidi (d. 1205 AH), Taj al-‘Arus min Jawahir al-
Qamus, edited by Mustafa Hijazi.

e Al-Zajjaj, Abu Ishaq (d. 311 AH), Ma Yansarif wa Ma La Yansarif, edited by Huda Mahmoud Qara’a,
Supreme Council for Islamic Affairs, Committee for the Revival of Islamic Heritage, 1971.

¢ Al-Zanjani, Abu al-Ma‘ali ‘Izz al-Din Abdul Wahhab bin Ibrahim bin Abdul Wahhab bin Abi al-
Ma‘ali al-Khariji (d. 655 AH), Al-Kafi fi Sharh al-Hadi, edited by Prof. Dr. Mahmoud bin Yusuf
Fajal, Dar Al-Nawader.

e Ibn al-Athir: Al-Mubarak bin Muhammad al-Shaybani al-Jazari Abi al-Sa’adat (d. 606 AH), Al-Badi’
fi ‘Ilm al-‘Arabiyya, Vol. 1, edited by Dr. Fathi Ahmad Ali al-Din, and Vol. 2, edited by Dr. Saleh
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Hussein Al-Ayed, Makkah: Center for the Revival of Islamic Heritage at the Institute of Scientific
Research, Umm Al-Qura University, 1421 AH.

e Ibn al-Hajib, Abu ‘Amr ‘Uthman (d. 646 AH), Sharh al-Wafiya Nazm al-Kafiya, edited by Dr. Musa
Banai Al-Alili, Al-Adab Press, Najaf Al-Ashraf, 1980.

e Ibn al-Hajib, Jamal al-Din Abu ‘Amr ‘Uthman (d. 646 AH), Sharh al-Mugaddima al-Kafiya fi ‘Ilm al-
I’rab, edited by Jamal Abdul-Ati Mukhaimar Ahmad, Nizar Mustafa Al-Baz Library, Makkah, 1997.

e |bn al-Sarraj, Abu Bakr Muhammad bin Sahl bin al-Sarraj al-Nahwi al-Baghdadi (d. 316 AH), Al-Usul
fi al-Nahw, edited by Dr. Abdul Hussein Al-Fatli, Al-Risala Foundation for Printing, Publishing, and
Distribution, Beirut, Lebanon, 1999.

e |bn Falah, Al-Allama Mansur bin Falah al-Yamani (d. 680 AH), Sharh al-Kafiya, edited by Dr. Nassar
bin Muhammad bin Hussein Hamid Al-Din, Umm Al-Qura University, 1422 AH.

e Ibn Jinni, Abu al-Fath ‘Uthman (d. 392 AH), Al-Luma“ fi al-°Arabiyya, edited by Hamid Al-Mu’min,
‘Alam Al-Kutub, Maktabat Al-Nahda Al-Arabiya, 1985.

e Ibn Ya‘ish, Muwaffaq al-Din Ya‘ish bin Ali bin Ya‘ish al-Nahwi (d. 643 AH), Sharh al-Mufassal,
edited by Dr. lIbrahim Muhammad Abdullah, Dar Saad Al-Din for Printing, Publishing, and
Distribution, Cairo, Egypt, 2015.

e Nazir al-Jaysh, Muhibb al-Din Muhammad ibn Yasuf ibn Ahmad (d. 778 AH), Tamhid al-Qawa‘id fi
Sharh Tashil al-Fawa’id, edited and studied by Dr. ‘Ali Muhammad Fakher and colleagues, Dar al-
Salam for Printing, Publishing, Distribution, and Translation, Cairo, 2014.

e Sharif Abdul Karim Muhammad Al-Najjar and Prof. Dr. Ali Muhammad Ahmad Al-Shihri, Dar Al-
Salam for Printing, Publishing, and Translation, Dar ‘Ammar for Publishing and Distribution, 2023.

e Sibawayh, Abu Bishr ‘Amr bin ‘Uthman bin Qanbar (d. 180 AH), Al-Kitab, edited and explained by
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e Sources and References:

e Sufar, Dr. Abdul Aziz Ali, Al-Mamnu‘ min al-Sarf fi al-Lugha al-‘Arabiyya, ‘Alam Al-Kutub, Cairo,
2009.

e Ya‘qub, Dr. Imil Badi‘, Prohibition of Declension Between Grammarians’ Schools and Linguistic
Reality, Dar al-Jil, Beirut, 1992.

Zaher, Ahmad Abdullah. “Areas of Syntactic Analysis According to Abu Ali Al-Farisi,” 2013, Lark
Journal for Philosophy, Linguistics, and Social, Year Five, 2013
https://doi.org/10.31185/lark.Vol1.1ss11.846

186



