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The Cognitive Dimension of the Sacred in the Poetry of
Al-Nabigha al-Ja‘di (d. 65 AH): A Semiotic Approach

Abstract

This study takes the poetry of the early Islamic period,
specifically that of the poet Al-Nabigha al-Ja‘di (d. 65 AH), as
a model for examining the cognitive dimension of the sacred in
his poetry. It analyzes his creative output using a semiotic
approach that focuses on signifier and signified, abstract
mental concepts, and sensory images, and their role in shaping
meaning. The study aims to identify the value of cognition as a
representational and cultural element with connotations of the
poet’s unique creativity, especially in his representation and
perception of the sacred. This was during a time when poetry
was one of the key tools for defending the true religion, calling
people to faith, combating non-believers, and documenting
Islamic battles. The sacred thus assumes a cognitively and
emotionally perceived presence in the work of Al-Ja‘di, whose
poetry reveals the values of Islam through his perception of the
significance of religion, the manifestations of the sacred, his
sense of its greatness, and the human weakness before the

power of God.
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