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Time in the Poetry of Ibn Jubayr al-Andalusi

Abstract

Time is the continuous progression of events from the past,
through the present, and into the future. It is something we feel,
measure, or estimate, and its perception varies depending on
the perspective from which we view it, whether as
psychological time, physical time, or imaginary time. It is
widely accepted that the sense of time is a collective
experience, felt by all people through the irreversible sequence
of events, most clearly manifested in the alternation of night
and day and the succession of days. This continuity has led
people to imagine time as a flowing river moving in a single,
irreversible direction. From this standpoint, the present study
seeks to examine the poet’s portrayal of time and how it shaped
his poetic expression. lIbn Jubayr, like many poets, paid great
attention to time, which features prominently in his poetry. At
times, he laments time, at other times he accepts it, criticizes it,
reminisces about his youth and pleasures, or reflects on old age.
He employs a wide array of temporal expressions such as
tomorrow (al-ghad), fate (al-dahr), life (al-‘umr), era (al-‘asr),
year (al-‘am), duration (al-mada), as well as general complaints
about time, references to day, night and day, sunrise and sunset,
moment, and time in both its tangible and abstract senses.
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