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Abstract

The concept of visual publicity explored in this study refers to the
phenomenon of visual, symbolic, and expressive overlap in
contemporary performance. It has contributed to a cognitive shift in
which the audience no longer functions as a passive recipient, but
instead becomes an active partner in interpreting and analyzing
meaning through its visual manifestations. The visual act is not
merely a vehicle for presenting aesthetics; rather, it is a
communicative tool with cultural and intellectual dimensions. It
offers the audience a knowledge experience that transcends
traditional oral or textual forms. Visual publicity challenges the
audience’s familiar perceptions by addressing them on a deeper and
broader level through its capabilities, often exceeding those of text,
in conveying ideas. This research examines the methods and design
possibilities that enable meaning to be expressed visually, such as
image, lighting, color, movement, composition, and costume. The
study also highlights how these visual elements are shaped and
transformed in theatrical performance from functional tools into
aesthetic components that deliver meaning and influence the
audience. It argues that the visual in theater has become a
comprehensive, multilayered discourse. Furthermore, the research
underscores the critical role of visual perception in generating
meaning on stage: words alone are no longer sufficient to convey
messages. The aesthetic power of visual publicity opens new space
for audience engagement, activating the sense of sight and allowing
viewers to participate in the construction of meaning.
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