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A Thematic and Artistic Study of Overlooked Sufi Heritage in Islam
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Abstract

This study attempts to delve into the deeper structure of certain overlooked poetic texts within the
Islamic literary heritage, highlighting the manifestations of Sufi discourse within them. Our aim is to
shed light on this hidden and under-researched aspect of Islamic heritage through a thematic and
artistic analysis. Sufi poetry is rich with images and meanings open to interpretation, conveyed in a
unique language characterized by ambiguity—a language adopted by the Sufis when conventional
expression failed to capture their emotional and spiritual states. They employed symbols, allusions,
and coded expressions, drawing on sensory experiences as sources of creative energy for their poetic
language. They borrowed the symbol of the woman to craft the language of love, wine to express the
dialectic of intoxication and sobriety, and nature for its expansive meanings. Through this, they
elevated their aesthetic taste to a level where love becomes the central axis around which other
emotional states revolve—emotions encountered during their spiritual struggles and journeys,
enabling them to ascend from one mystical stage to another. All this renders their Sufi experience
holistic, with divine love as its core theme. The artistic analysis aims to highlight the mosaic of styles
and expressions in the Sufi texts under study, including vocabulary, structures, and imagery woven
into a refined musical framework. It also seeks to show the role of these artistic features in enriching
the Sufi poem and granting it a beauty derived from the essence of aesthetic values the Sufis believe
in—values rooted in their awareness and worldview.

Keywords: Sufi poetry, Islamic heritage, mystical experience, symbolic language, divine love,
poetic imagery, spiritual journey, thematic analysis, artistic analysis, metaphor, mysticism
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