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The Significance of Color in Shaping the Poetic Image in
Sufi Poetry: An Artistic Study

Abstract

Color represents a tangible and visible dimension in the
entirety of existence. Poets have borrowed the effects of color
in crafting artistic images from visual artists, making it a mark
that characterized their poetry. Sufi poets had a share in these
borrowings, which took two distinct directions: the first was
religious, psychological, and devotional which was evident in
their rituals, behaviors, and spiritual states; the second was a
transfer of these ritualistic meanings into their poetry and
literary works for embellishment and expression.
The researcher aimed to trace the artistic formulations
employed by the Sufi poet in his poetic texts, forming poetic
images in which color served as a foundational element in the
structure of Sufi poetic texts. The Sufi poet succeeded, to a
certain extent, in employing the dimension of color as a pillar
of the imagined poetic image, blending his mystical emotions
and unique devotions with the imagination and poetic essence
present in the texts. Color became the common thread linking
the spiritual experience with the poetic creation.
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Conclusion
From all that has been discussed, it can be said that the unique nature of the Sufi,
refined by their spiritual experience within its strict boundaries, contributed to the
creation of poetic symbols that naturally reflected the influence of their religious
philosophy. The symbols they adopted to protect themselves from intrusion cast their
shadows on their poetic sensibilities, shaping the contours of their imagery and
artistic formations. Among these, the symbolism of color stood out as one of the
profound elements that permeated their texts, used to express the depths of their
souls yearning to reach the highest spiritual ranks.
Color symbolism was a blend of meanings that intertwined artistic form, philosophy,
religion, and poetry. The depth of their doctrinal experience necessarily paralleled
an elevation in expression and a fusion with language. Given the uniqueness of their
path in both conduct and worship, it was imperative for them to preserve it through
a distinct language and terminology. Thus, poetry became the resonant voice of the
Sufi, and symbolism one of the most crucial elements shaping Sufi poetic texts.
Their color philosophy adorned poetic imagery with a unique character, enriching
their texts with meanings that often eluded the grasp of the uninitiated reader. No
matter how much has been said or written about the Sufis, their path remains a
subject of debate among religious circles on one hand and literary circles on the
other. Undoubtedly, their literary texts served as a stage where they showcased their

ideas, beliefs, and emotions.
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These texts contained much that has been illuminated, as well as aspects that have

yet to

be explored by the lanterns of critics and researchers
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