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Morphological Disagreement Between Al-Farra’ (d. 207
AH) and Al-Zajjaj (d. 311 AH): A Comparative
Morphological Study

Abstract

This study focuses on the morphological disagreement
between two prominent figures in Arabic linguistic
scholarship: Al-Farra’ from the Kufi school and Al-Zajjaj from
the Basri school. The issue of scholarly disagreement has
existed since the early stages of Arabic linguistic authorship,
and the books of classical scholars are replete with such
differences, continuing to the present day. While syntactic
(grammatical) disagreements have received considerable
attention from both early and modern scholars, morphological
disagreements have not enjoyed the same level of focus,
despite the fact that morphology is a core component of Arabic
linguistic studies. The research aims to address the most
significant points of disagreement between Al-Farra’ and Al-
Zajjaj in the field of morphology, highlighting the importance
of such debates. It seeks to demonstrate that morphological
disagreement is no less important than syntactic disagreement,
as morphology reveals the underlying structure of word
formation which is an essential element for achieving both
sound expression and strong style in meaning and form. The
study follows a historical comparative method and draws on
key classical and modern sources to support its analysis.
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