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Advancing and Postponing as Argumentative Techniques in the Speeches of
Imam al-Sadiq (peace be upon him)
A.L. Mona Ne'mah Jabbar Abbas
University of al-Qadisiyah, College of Education, Department of Arabic Language
Abstract

This study explores the rhetorical device of preposing and postposing in the
discourse of Imam al-Sadig (peace be upon him) as a deliberate and effective
argumentative strategy that reflects both rhetorical and intellectual depth. The
research employs a descriptive-analytical and rhetorical-argumentative
methodology to uncover the Imam’s intentions behind the structural arrangement
of sentence elements, and how such arrangements contribute to constructing
persuasive arguments and influencing the audience. The findings reveal that the
use of word order variation in Imam al-Sadiq’s speech was far from arbitrary;
rather, it served clear didactic and intellectual purposes, such as restriction,
emphasis, specification, and drawing attention. The analysis also shows that Imam
al-Sadig utilized this stylistic technique to reinforce theological and ethical
principles in a manner that seamlessly integrates eloquence with reason.

Kayword:- Argumentative Discourse,Word Order Variation (Preposing and
Postposing), Rhetorical Style, Rhetoric.
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