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Dream of A Homeland: The Settlements of World War One and Deciding
the Kurdish Fate

Assist. Lect. Falah Khalaf Mohammed
University of Thi-Qar / College of Science / Department of Pathological Analyses

falah.k.m@sci.utg.edu.iq
Summary
This paper shows the serious role and consequences of the settlements, which
followed the first world war (Paris Peace Conference in 1919 and the treaties
that emerged from it), in deciding the fate of the Kurdish people and their cause.
It shows how the dramatic turn of events, between the Armistice of Mudros in
1918 and the Treaty of Lausanne in 1923, have contributed to transferring the
Kurdish cause from anonymity to the forefront, and from the forefront to
oblivion. The paper also shows the how the allies (particularly Britain and
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France), when faced by the Turkish victories in the wars of liberation, led by
Kemal Atatlrk, have backed down on their promise to uphold the Kurds’ right
to form their independent entity, and how the Kurds have faced the fact that the
vast expanse of their country stretched from Armenia (if it ever materialized)
and reaching as far as the Mediterranean, was no more than an imaginative
vision of their representative at the Paris Peace Conference, Sharif Pasha, and
that they were in fact about to experience a new reality, which forces them to
live as minorities in the distant mountainous areas, which separates four national
states: Turkey, Iran, Irag, and Syria, all of which agreed to kill the Kurdish
dream, by preventing any independent or semi-independent Kurdish entity from
emerging.
Keywords: Kurds, Peace Conference, Treaty of Sévres, Treaty of Lausanne.
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