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Because of politics in Somalia 1920-1990
Nadir Ghafori Nadir
Abstract

Somalia is one of the Arab African countries that has not enjoyed security and
stability. Like many countries, it was subjected to fragmentation and division by
the European colonial powers that worked to dismember the country. During the
transitional phase that Somalia witnessed as an independent state, it did not
enjoy full independence, as it remained fragmented into five regions, making it
one of the countries suffering the most from a state of political lack of
independence. This lack of independence escalated during the nineties, plunging
the country into a civil war that had an impact on the emergence of many
opposition political movements, especially the Islamic ones. Their influence on
the political reality of Somalia was through the balance of power in the country
in a way that enabled them to control the reins of affairs and the political
decision-making process in the country.The Somalis' nationalist fervor in
confronting foreign colonialism did not end there. Rather, they shifted toward
clandestine combat tactics, forming secret societies and clubs during the 1930s.
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The beginning of national rule and the experience of parliamentary rule, along
with the unification and independence of Somalia, sown many seeds of discord
and regional division. Southerners gained leadership positions in the state, which
created a sense of oppression among northern Somalis, deepened by the ruling
regime's neglect of the northern region. In addition, the weak institutions that
assumed power after independence contributed to the intensification of social
conflict. Most of the Islamist movements that emerged in Somalia at the end of
the 20th century were the product of the chaos that pervaded the country,
especially after the collapse of the central authority. Their influence on the
Somali scene was limited, raising concerns among some neighboring African
countries, including Ethiopia, due to the traditional hostility between Ethiopia
and the political Islamist movement in Somalia. The emerging division among
Islamist movements could lead to further political instability in Somalia.
Furthermore, it will worsen the situation, and the Islamist movements that have
taken power in Somalia will fail to govern the country, making it easy for them
to be eliminated by the many regional and international powers seeking to
eliminate any Islamist trend, not only in Somalia but across the African
continent as a whole.

Keywords: Somalia, politics, Africa
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