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Explanation of the Hadith ((Seek knowledge from the cradle to the
grave)) by Shah Wali Allah al-Dahlawi (d. 1176 AH/1763 AD) Verification
and study
Dr. Haider Abdul Hussein Abdul Sada Al-Husseini

College of Education for Human Sciences

University of Karbala

Gmail - hayder.abdul@uokerbala.edu.iq

Keywords: The cradle. the hump. the dahlia

Summary:

This papers is concise, yet it encompasses an explanation of words
attributed to our noble Prophet Muhammad bin Abdullah (peace be upon him and
his family), presented with a Sufi undertone that unveils the exoteric and esoteric
aspects of nature, the celestial spheres, and spiritual journeys, as well as their
ultimate end after their inception. Though brief in its lines, it is rich in explanation
and description, overflowing with elegant expressions and a profound elucidation of
the impact of learning. The author presented this epistle as a response to a question
from a disciple or seeker of knowledge, wherein Shah Wali stated: You have asked

me, my dear son, to clarify the symbolism within this noble Hadith.

"We were unable to obtain copies of the manuscript, except for a single, possibly
unique, copy preserved in the King Saud University Library, Manuscripts
Department, within a collection bearing the number: (5958 F 611722). As for its
scribe, information about them could not be found, but according to the library card,

its copying date goes back to the twelfth century AH (Hijri).
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The manuscript consists of a single sheet measuring (21 cm in length x 15 cm in
width), containing (30) lines, written in Naskh script, characterized by its elegance
and clarity despite its small size, using only black ink. It is devoid of marginalia and
annotations, except for an addition of a lacuna in the right margin. It is marked with
an oval-shaped seal bearing the inscription: "King Saud University, Deanship of

Library Affairs, Manuscripts Department.”

This Hadith has not been found in its relevant sources; rather, the compilations
are silent about its mention, and there is a disinterest in its isnad (chain of narrators).
No routes of its transmission are recorded, and even a single route is absent. Thus, it
is unique in its isnad and sanad (supportive text), and fame does not imply validity.
Perhaps it gained approval due to the implications of its wording and its non-

contradiction or non-conflict with the general acceptable in learning.”



