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 Abstract:- 
The search consists of four chapters; 

the first chapter is the problem of 
research: The problem was identified by 
several questions, including whether the 
contemporary Iraqi painter used the 
cultural dimension of the symbol in his 
artistic paintings and what was the 
method used by the contemporary Iraqi 
painter in employing the symbol. As for 
the importance of the research; it was: 
What was the importance of the cultural 
dimension for symbol in the 
contemporary plastic painting? And to 
know the types of symbol and the 
characteristics in the contemporary Iraqi 
painting. This research aims to reveal the 
cultural dimension of the symbol in the 
contemporary Iraqi painting. The search 
included the contemporary Iraqi painters' 
paintings as its limits(Mahood Ahmad, 
Sama al-Agha, Aasim Abdul Amir, 
Hanaa Mal-Allah and Alaa Basheer). The 
second chapter, theoretical frame and 
previous studies, was limited to some 
topics; as semantic dimension, symbol 
culture, and characteristics of symbol. In 
the third chapters, the researcher used the 
analytical description for the content of 
the samples of the painters' paintings in 
the period from 1960 to 2008. The 
researcher analyzed (6 paintings) the 
intentional sample. The researcher 
reached several results including the 
symbol concept is of great importance. 
The symbol is characterized by 
comprehensiveness. The plastic 
contemporary Iraqi painting is symbols 
that reflect the artist's culture and his 
cultural background. The researcher 
reached several recommendations and 
suggestions and scorned some Arab and 
foreign references. 

Key words: cultural dimension, symbol, 
contemporary painting, symbol 
characteristics, intentional sample 
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