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Summary:

Royalty in Mesopotamia was a fundamental cultural basis, viewed with
reverence by the ancient Iraqis, who imagined that a person could not live without a
leader. Political authority represented a divine secret for the ancient Iraqis, bestowed
by the gods upon a human being. The study aimed to clarify that the political process
in ancient Iraq was centered around religion, and that the ancient Iragi politician,
when making religion the primary foundation for action, was fully aware of the
importance of this foundation. He understood popular trends and the influence of
religion within them, working to capitalize on the power of religion over souls and
employing it in the service of political endeavors. The research problem was framed
as follows: What is the impact of religious thought on the political factor? To what
extent did rulers and kings succeed in convincing the people of their legitimacy?
What is the sanctity of royal symbols in ancient Iraqi thought? The study reached
several important findings, including that the ancient Iraqi politician possessed a
political awareness that enabled him to innovate a new theory of governance based
on a religious foundation, accommodating the evolution of events and adapting
them for the benefit of his political project. The gradual shift and focus on divine
election instead of human election laid the groundwork for a complete transition
from the principle of popular election to the realm of divine right. The principle of
divine choice and delegation granted extensive powers to the king, allowing him to

dominate the ruled.
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