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The Impact of Satellite Channels on Women's Social
Values — Wasit Governorate as a Case Study

Abstract

This research examines the impact of satellite channels on
women's social values in Wasit Governorate. It aims to highlight
the main effects satellite channels have on the social values of
women in this region. The study is classified as a descriptive survey
study, utilizing two scientific research methods: the survey method
and the correlational method. Descriptive research is used to
describe the characteristics of phenomena. The researcher selected
Wasit Governorate due to its distinctive features, which allow for
findings that can be generalized to broader communities. Wasit is
characterized by a diverse social, cultural, and economic
composition, encompassing rural and urban areas, city centers,
outskirts, districts, and sub-districts. The study explores the variety
of media fields preferred by Iragi women in Wasit and their
exposure to them via satellite channels, including political, security,
economic, social, cultural, religious, and sports content. It also
investigates the diversity of cultural content and the variety of
programs women are exposed to, such as films, series, talk shows,
and TV magazines, with various ideas and topics. Furthermore, it
reveals the key benefits that Iragi women in Wasit gain from
exposure to satellite channels. These include cognitive, emotional,
personal, social, and entertainment benefits. One of the main
recommendations presented by the researcher is to provide serious
media awareness to Iragi women about satellite channel exposure
through seminars and guidance, and to clarify both the positive and
negative impacts of available content. This is to avoid the dangers
of harmful cultural content, especially that which originates from
Western cultures. The researcher also calls on the Iraqi
Communications and Media Commission to establish systems,
laws, and ethical and professional standards to regulate and assess
the work of Iragi satellite channels, especially regarding the
production of programs and content aimed at women in a way that

aligns with Arab and Islamic culture and identity.
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