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Representations of Revelation between Islamic and Western
Perspectives: A Critical Study of European Reception Patterns in the
Middle Ages and the Path of Transition

Lect. Abbas Kassim A. Al-Mariani
Prof. Jawad Kadhim M. Al-Nasrallah
University of Basra - College of Arts

Abstract

The research traces the image that was formed of the revelation sent
down to the Prophet Muhammad (peace and blessings be upon him and
his family) in European thought during the Middle Ages, focusing on
how this image was formed in the minds of European thinkers and
theologians since the Middle Ages, through a combination of myth and
theology influenced by a preconceived position on Islam. Some Christian
thinkers sought to deny the revelation of the Prophet Muhammad (peace
and blessings be upon him and his family), claiming that the Qur’an was
composed by him, or inspired by his dreams, or that he received
instructions from Christian monks.

The study highlights key figures who contributed to shaping this
perception, who regarded the Qur’an as a human or mythical text and
considered Islam a heresy. Their views were primarily rooted in
theological polemics rather than informed scholarly understanding.

The research demonstrates that such perceptions lack academic and
historical credibility. It shows clear evidence of the structural distinction
between the Qur’an and the Prophet’s sayings (Hadith), the absence of
direct parallels with previous scriptures, and the unique linguistic,
legislative, and scientific miraculous nature of the Qur’an.

Keywords: Concept of Revelation, Forms of Revelation, Theology,
Orientalists, John of Damascus.
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