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Encyclopedia of The Qur’anic and the Issue of Prophetic Illiteracy:
A Critical Reading of Islamic and Orientalist Discourses .
Assist Prof Dr. Nazar Naji Mohammed
Head Directorate of Education in Basrah

Abstract
Encyclopedic studies are among the most important scholarly

endeavors that encapsulate human knowledge in the era in which they are
compiled. With the development of Orientalist studies, the need arose for
comprehensive references on the Qur’an and the creation of specialized
encyclopedias dedicated to Qur’anic studies. The Qur’anic Encyclopedia,
the focus of this research, is one of the most significant Western
academic efforts to understand the Qur’an and the concepts and terms
associated with it. Among these concepts is the issue of “the Prophetic
Illiteracy" (%253l 4wY'), which the Qur’anic Encyclopedia critically
analyzes. Therefore, this study aims to explore contemporary Orientalist
perspectives on this Qur’anic term and compare them with the Islamic
viewpoint, while tracing the origins of encyclopedic authorship up to the
present day.

The Encyclopedia of the Quran is one of the most prominent
Orientalist encyclopedias published in modern times, under the
supervision of the Orientalist Jane Dammen McAuliffe, in collaboration
with numerous Western scholars and Orientalists, and few Oriental
scholars, It was published in five volumes between 2001 and 2006, with
an additional index volume, by Brill, a Dutch publishing house. The
Qur’anic Encyclopedia includes articles on various topics related to the
Qur’an, such as history, language, exegesis, the people and places
mentioned in it, and Qur’anic concepts and terms. The encyclopedia
presents diverse perspectives on the issue of Prophetic Illiteracy,
reflecting the multiplicity of Orientalist methodologies. While it offers
valuable contributions to understanding the Qur’an from an academic
perspective, it also reflects Western biases and methodologies that may
differ from the Islamic viewpoint. As a result, the issue of Prophetic
Illiteracy remains a contentious topic in Orientalist studies, calling for
further research and dialogue between Islamic and Western
understandings of this Qur’anic concept.

Keywords:( Qur’an- Prophetic Biography- Orientalism- Encyclopedia of
the Quran- Illiteracy).
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54- (Ummi ) , Encyclopaedia of the Quran , , Brill , Leiden, 2006 ,
V.V.

55- (Illiteracy) ,Encyclopaedia of the Quran, Brill, Leiden, 2002,
V.11
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E. Preston , ed.5, Published by the Penguin Croup, London, 1999.
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